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This  year  (just  like  previous 
years)  Collis  Browne's  will  be  the 
number  one  advertised  anti-diarrhoeal. 

Now,  to  boost  demand  still  further 
we're  backing  you  up  with  our  heaviest- 
ever  Quistmas  advertising  campaign. 

Reminding  your  customers  not  Just 
about  the  reliability  of  J.  Collis  Browne's 
soothing,  warming  mixture,  but  also 
featuring  the  increasingly  popular 
tablets. 

Are  you  ready  for  the  early 
Christmas  demand?  Order  now  -  and  put 
Collis  Browne's  on  display  where 
your  customers 

can  see  it.  .  flRrr  <-,7c 


J.COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

The  name  people  trust 
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POP  STAR,  VIDEO  STAR,  FILM  STAR! 


Voted  Camera  of  the  Year  and  one  of      Video  Tapes  for  both  Beta  &  VHS         High  Resolution  colour  films  in  all 
Britain's  Biggest  Selling  compact        systems.  High  Grade  and  Standard      popular  formats  -  for  prints  or  slides 
cameras.  formats.  in  a  range  of  speeds. 
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COMMENT 


How  ironic  that  as  the  Association 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  is  girding  up  its  loins  to 
launch  a  Press  campaign  against 
the  Government's  limited  list  proposal  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  revealing 
its  contingency  plans  to  capitalise  on  the  same 
list,  if,  and  when,  it  is  brought  in. 

The  ABPI  said  from  the  outset  that  it  was 
against  the  principle  of  limiting  the  list  of  drugs 
doctors  can  prescribe  on  the  NHS.  It  is  hoping  to 
prevent  introduction  of  the  list  or,  at  worst  have  it 
modified. 

Some  observers  have  suggested  the  list  was 
thrown  together.  At  any  rate  Secretary  for  Social 
Services  Norman  Fowler  this  week  reiterated  in 
the  Commons  his  willingness  to  modify  it  after 
consultation.  But  on  some  medicines  he  will, 
apparently,  not  be  moved.  He  said  Distalgesic 
did  not  come  in  the  category  of  products 
specifically  developed  for  arthritic  pain  and 
would  not  be  included  in  the  list. 

The  ABPI  want  to  tell  the  public  and  the 
medical  profession  the  full  implications  of  the 
proposed  list.  Presumably  this  will  go  well 
beyond  the  loss  of  prescribing  freedom  for  GPs 
and  the  possible  pain  in  the  pocket  for  the  public. 


The  implications  for  the  industry  have  been 
spelled  out  often  and  are  most  damaging. 
Perhaps  if  the  ABPI  had  fared  better  in 
responding  to  past  criticism  of  high  industry 
profits,  excessive  spending  on  promotions  and 
too  many  "me  too"  products  its  present  campaign 
would  not  have  been  necessary.  The  country 
needs  its  viable  pharmaceutical  industry. 

For  pharmacy  contractors  the  Government 
proposals  can  have  mixed  blessings.  An  early 
loss  of  NHS  income  should  be  compensated  by 
OTC  medicine  sales.  But  as  NPA  director  Tim 
Astill  pointed  out:  "There  may  be  increased  sales 
from  grocers  and  that  has  to  be  a  bad  thing." 

So  what  a  good  thing  the  NPA  is  prepared  to 
modify  its  1985  campaign,  if  necessary,  to  stress 
the  general  theme  that  the  pharmacists  can  fill 
the  gap  in  the  NHS  left  by  the  limited  list  No 
doubt  the  pictures  will  be  as  bold  as  those  in  the 
advertisements  to  be  replaced  and  the  copy  as 
pungent  and  pithy.  But  will  the  patient  still  be 
encouraged  to  take  up  the  present  suggestion  to 
check  things  out  with  the  doctor,  espe^'a11"  ae 
the  doctor  is  likely  to  advise 
that  same  patient  that  he  must 
obtain  his  medicine  from  the 
pharmacy. 
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Some  brands  to 
get  list  reprieve? 


New  NPA  ads  on  how 
to  beat  limited  list 


The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  will  place  new 
advertisements  in  its  1985 
campaign  with  the  theme  that 
pharmacists  can  fill  the  gap  in  the 
NHS.  if  the  Government  goes  ahead 
with  its  limited  list  proposal. 

The  NPA  Board  reconsidered  its  plans 
for  1985,  announced  last  month  (C&D 
November  10,  p824),  when  it  met  this  week 
in  the  light  of  the  "opportunity  presented  to 
pharmacy"  by  the  proposals.  It  is  not 
setting  aside  any  more  than  the  £500,000 
allocated  to  the  new  punchier  black  and 
white  campaign  that  is  to  feature  in  the 
national  Press  for  the  first  time  next  year. 
But  it  has  instructed  its  agency  to  prepare 
two  or  three  more  advertisements  as  a 


ABPI  to  launch 
list  campaign 
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contingency  to  replace  some  of  those 
already  announced. 

If  the  Government  introduces  the  list 
next  April  the  NPA  will  bring  forward 
Press  bookings  for  later  in  the  year  and 
concentrate  the  new  advertisements  in 
April  and  May.  The  rescheduling  is  not 
likely  to  affect  magazine  bookings. 

NPA  director  Tim  Astill  told  C&D  that 
national  Press  advertising  was  the  most 
appropriate  medium  because  "it  had  the 
immediacy  to  take  account  of  what  would 
be  a  matter  of  immediate  interest  to  the 
public." 

The  Board  has  not  reversed  its  decision 
to  replace  the  campaign  in  1986  with  some 
other  form  of  publicity  at  a  lower  cost  to 
members. 


clarification  of  the  Government's 
provisional  limited  prescribing  list. 

Pointing  out  that  the  only  source  of 
information  so  far  has  been  the  Press  and 
incidental  information  passing  to  the 
ABPI,  the  company  says  in  its  letter  that  it 
has  no  direct  advice  on  how  its  product 
range  will  be  affected,  and  requests  early 
clarification. 

Commenting  on  his  letter,  Mr  W.I. 
Glynn- Williams,  Glaxo  Pharmaceuticals' 
commercial  director,  who  is  responsible 
for  three  companies,  Glaxo  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Allen  and  Hanburys  Ltd  and  Duncan 
Flockhart  and  Co  Ltd,  says  that  it  is 
unclear  from  the  limited  information 
whether  some  products  will  remain 
available  for  NHS  prescribing,  private 
prescription  or  sale  over  the  counter. 
"Understandably  there  is  great  confusion 
among  doctors,  patients,  pharmacists  and 
the  industry." 

"I  take  some  consolation  from  the  fact 
that  Kenneth  Clarke  has  gone  on  record  as 
saying  he  wants  a  full  and  complete  list  of 
medicines  available  on  the  NHS  to  cover 
the  clinical  needs  of  patients,  and  that  he 
will  be  consulting  on  that  need, 
recognising  that  the  list,  as  drawn  up, 
represents  the  best  advice  he's  had  so  far. 
But  the  sooner  the  Government  spells  out 
its  intentions,  the  better  for  everyone." 

The  Co-operative  pharmacy  technical 
panel  and  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  were  also  among  the 
organisations  agreeing  to  the  policy 
document  on  rational  location  submitted  to 
the  DHSS  on  August  31  (see  C&D, 
November  10,  p826). 


Some  of  the  products  identified  by 
the  Government  when  it  announced 
its  plans  for  limiting  the  supply  of 
brand-name  drugs  through  the 
NHS.  may  be  given  a  reprieve. 

Mr  Norman  Fowler,  Secretary  for 
Social  Services,  made  this  claim  in  the 
Commons  on  Tuesday  when  he  promised 
that  the  Government  would  listen  to 
arguments  about  the  need  to  continue 
supplying  particular  brand-name  drugs  in 
the  course  of  the  promised  consultations 
with  the  industry. 

He  confirmed  that  Health  Minister 
Kenneth  Clarke  would  have  discussions 
with  the  pharmaceutical  industry  about  the 
Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation  Scheme. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  for  Mr 
Clarke  to  meet  representatives  of  the 
Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  "shortly".  Replying  to  Mr  Andrew 
Hunter  (Con),  Mr  Fowler  said  there  were 
branded  drugs  specifically  developed  for 
the  relief  of  pain  associated  with 
rheumatism  and  arthritis  which  would  still 
be  available  but  Distalgesic  was  not  in  this 
category. 

He  explained  that  the  Government  was 
committed  to  a  limited  list  irom  the  brand 
name  drugs  available  through  the  health 
service. 

Mr  lack  Ashley  (Lab)  praised  Mr 
Fowler  for  making  the  first  attempt  to 
introduce  a  rational  prescribing  policy. 
He  urged  him  to  resist  very  strongly  the 
distorted  propaganda  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  which  was 
already  "screaming  blue  murder."  Mr 
Ashley  told  the  Minister  "the  only  advice 
you  should  accept  is  independent  advice." 

Mr  Fowler  said  there  was  a  "balance  to 
be  held"  because  it  would  be  in  nobody's 
interest  for  the  Government  to  take  action 
which  damaged  the  British 
pharmaceutical  industry,  particularly  in 
regard  to  its  research  programme. 

He  believed  that  the  proposals  made 
by  the  Government  avoided  this  damage, 
while  at  the  same  time  providing  for  useful 
savings  to  be  made  in  the  NHS  budget. 

Conservative  and  Labour 
backbenchers  have  attacked  the 
Government's  decision  to  limit  the  supply 
of  brand  name  products  under  the  NHS 

Mrs  Ann  Winterton  (Con),  Mr  lames 
Tinn  (Lab)  and  Mr  Geoffrey  Dickens 
(Con)  have  tabled  a  Parliamentary  motion 
asserting  that  "doctors  should  always  be 
allowed  to  prescribe  whatever  particular 
preparation  they  deem  most  appropriate  in 
the  case  of  any  given  patient." 
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The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  intends  to 
mount  an  advertising  campaign  to 
make  sure  the  public  and  doctors 
fully  understand  the  implications  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  limited  list 
proposals. 

The  campaign  is  likely  to  run  in 
national  newspapers  from  next  week  and 
was  to  be  finalised  on  Thursday  after  C&D 
had  gone  to  press.  The  ABPI  might  also 
advertise  in  medical  journals. 

The  ABPI  believes  neither  the  patient 
or  the  doctor  fully  appreciates  what  the 
proposed  list  measures  mean  for  them. 
"Our  task  is  to  increase  their 
understanding."  It  is  confident  that 
doctors  and  public  will  then  make  the 
Government  rethink. 

"We  shall  be  looking  at  the  density,  the 
intensity  and  the  placings  of 
advertisements  on  Thursday,"  an  ABPI 
spokesman  told  C&D.  However,  he  could 
not  give  details  of  the  spend  nor  the 
advertising  agency.  The  Financial  Times 
reports  the  spend  as  about  £500,000 
through  J.  Walter  Thompson. 

The  ABPI  will  also  be  looking  to  get 
editorial  mentions  in  all  media,  including 
radio  and  television,  but  has  no  plans  to 
use  television  or  radio  to  advertise. 

Britain's  largest  pharmaceutical 
group,  Glaxo  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  has 
written  to  the  DHSS  urging  early 
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"Sorry  Sir,  they  all  say  It's  Sunday  only  from  now  on" 


75pc  of  MPs  for 
Sunday  trading 

Seventy  five  per  cent  of  MPs  favour 
Sunday  trading,  according  to  an 
independent  Mori  poll. 

The  survey  claims  that  a  majority  in  all 
parties  is  keen  to  see  a  change  in  the  law  — 
82  per  cent  of  Conservative  MPs  and  64 
per  cent  of  Opposition  MPs.  And  70  per 
cent  of  MPs  favour  the  introduction  of  a 
Government-sponsored  Bill. 

Commissioned  by  the  Federation  of 
Multiple  DIY  Retailers,  the  poll  was 
published  the  day  after  the  Home  Office 
report  came  out  in  support  of  Sunday 
trading. 

"The  report  is  a  complete  vindication 
for  those  many  retailers  who  have  been 
pressing  for  an  extension  of  their  trading 
opportunities,"  said  Mr  Malcolm 
Parkinson,  chairman  of  the  Federation's 
Sunday  trading  committee.  "Customers 
have  asked  for  Sunday  shopping,  many 
shopkeepers  are  prepared  to  open  their 
doors,  and  retail  employees  are  willing  to 

BPSA  to  march 
for  Heriot  Watt 

The  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students  Association  is  planning  Its 
first  public  demonstration  to  protest 
over  the  proposed  closure  of  Heriot 
Watt  school  of  pharmacy. 

It  plans  march  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  headguarters  in 
Lambeth,  London  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  across  the  river  Thames  and  is 
calling  on  students  and  pharmacists  alike 


ARC  says  It's 
now  or  never' 


work.  The  support  from  these  groups  for 
the  findings,  along  with  strong  support 
from  MPs,  demands  legislation  now." 

Meanwhile,  the  National  Consumer 
Council  has  described  as  "ridiculous"  the 
Home  Secretary's  decision  to  wait  on 
reactions  to  the  report  before  reaching  any 
conclusions.  "Is  the  Home  Secretary  now 


to  join  the  protest. 

BPSA  president  Peter  loshua  expects 
50  to  100  participants  in  the  march.  Local 
radio  and  television  stations  have  also 
been  told  about  the  march.  He  hopes  the 
demonstration  will  draw  attention  to  those 
matters  particularly  related  to  the  students. 
The  Association  wants  to  know  the  real 
reason  for  the  planned  closure,  saying  that 
the  best  solution  is  encourage  growth  and 
development  and  not  close  the 
department. 

Mr  loshua  maintains  that:  "For  a  better 
future  we  cannot  possibly  allow  this  school 
of  pharmacy  to  close  without  a  real  fight". 


be  the  easy  touch  to  accept  cut  after  cut 
because  inept  bureaucracy  is  unwilling  to 
tackle  the  real  source,"  the  ARC  says. 

"It's  now  or  never.  Unite  with  us  and 
strive  for  the  status  and  respect  afforded 
pharmacists  elsewhere  in  the  EEC." 

Formed  earlier  this  year  (C&D 
February  11,  p251),  the  Alliance 
describes  itself  as  a  non-profit  making 
organisation  to  unite  all  community 
pharmacists  into  one  effective  body. 

According  to  Mr  Edwin  Evens,  a 
member  of  Council  in  touch  with  the 
group,  the  Alliance  has  been  formed  by  "a 
group  in  community  pharmacy  who  want 
to  do  something." 

Further  details  can  be  obtained  by 
sending  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
David  Ironside  MPS,  90  Severn  Drive, 
Cranham,  Essex. 


saying  that  we  need  yet  anonther  national 
debate?"  said  NCC  chairman  Michael 
Montague. 

"The  Government  appointed  a 
committee  of  inquiry  and  it  did  a 
magnificent  job.  So  why  doesn't  the 
Government  act?  This  is  not  a  moment  for 
shilly-shallying,"  Mr  Montague  said. 


List  limitations 

Patients  in  rural  areas  who  rely  on 
their  doctor  to  dispense  their  drugs 
may  be  forced  to  travel  miles  to  buy 
their  medicines  from  a  pharmacy 
following  the  Government's  limited 
list  proposals. 

That  is  just  one  fault  in  the  scheme 
identified  in  a  leader  comment  in  last 
week's  British  Medical  Journal. 

"The  proposals  contain  a  muddled 
mixture  of  generic  prescribing,  limited 
lists  and  encouragement  for  OTC  sales. 
This  mixed  bag  has  made  critical  comment 
difficult,"  says  the  BMJ. 

The  BMJ  sees  the  proposals  as  a  testing 
of  the  water.  The  ultimate  aim  may  be  to 
leave  the  NHS  with  a  very  restricted  list  of 
drugs  taking  no  account  of  patient 
acceptability. 

And  it  may  be  that  the  Government 
will  let  market  forces  determine  the  price 
for  medicines  outside  the  NHS  list.  "We 
might  even  see  (as  is  being  discussed  in 
the  USA)  companies  advertising  selected 
prescription  drugs  directly  to  the  public," 
says  the  BMJ. 

The  British  Medical  Association  is 
asking  for  consultations  with  the 
Department  of  Health.  It  will  suggest 
scrapping  the  concept  of  a  limited  list  and 
looking  for  savings  from  generic 
prescribing  and  from  removing  anomalies 
in  the  exemption  from  prescription 
charges,  says  the  BMJ. 
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The  Alliance  of  Retail  Chemists  is 
again  circulating  community 
pharmacists  in  order  to  recruit 
members  for  its  campaign  to 
"sweep  away  this  awful  apathy". 

In  its  leaflet,  the  Alliance  points  out 
that  70  per  cent  of  the  membership  of  the 
Society  is  in  retail,  but  community 
pharmacists  are  under-represented  on 
Council. 

"Strong  community  representation 
could  ensure  the  DHSS  understands  that, 
while  ever  willing  to  work  with  our  medical 
friends  to  eradicate  the  gross  waste  and 
abuse  we  all  know  exists,  we  will  no  longer 
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More  PI  threats 
to  wholesalers 

Manufacturers  selling  direct  at  low 
prices  to  counter  specific  parallel 
imports  may  force  wholesalers 
themselves  to  parallel  import, 
according  to  Macarthys'  marketing 
director  Mr  Jim  Canning. 

Manufacturers  indulging  in  such 
"parallel  wholesaling"  are  creating  the 
worst  possible  situation,  Mr  Canning  told  a 
meeting  of  the  Barking  &  Havering  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  last  week. 

It  seems  there  is  almost  an  unlimited 
supply  of  loose  stock  available  direct  from 
manufacturers  at  prices  far  below  those 


Election  under 
the  spotlight 

The  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  has  indicated  that  it  is 
willing  to  fund  community 
pharmacists  in  an  Open  University 
course  on  drug  therapy. 

However  the  arrangement  was  subject 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Scottish 
Executive,  it  was  told  at  its  October 
meeting.  The  Executive  felt  the  course  was 
suitable  for  central  funding,  but  noted  that 
it  could  be  detrimental  to  the  distance 
learning  course  currently  being  offered  by 
the  University  of  Strathclyde. 

Following  a  consultative  letter  the 
Executive  considered  that  pharmaceutical 
education  in  Scotland  would  benefit  from 
greater  coordination  of  funding  and 
planning  between  the  central  institutions 
and  universities.  The  threatened  closure  of 
the  Heriot-Watt  school  of  pharmacy  could 
have  been  obviated  if  the  University 
Grants  Committee  had  operated  on  a 
Scottish  rather  than  UK  basis. 

A  consultation  paper  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  proposed 
that  all  non-degree  level  examinations 
should  be  conducted  by  the  Scottish 
Education  Board.  This  would  include  the 
examinations  for  pharmacy  technicians. 

Only  this  year  courses  for  technicians 
had  been  reorganised  on  a  modular  basis. 
The  Executive  agreed  that  the  existing 
reorganisation  should  be  given  time  to 
settle  down  before  any  further  sweeping 
alterations  were  made. 

A  report  of  the  Advisory  Council  on 
the  Misuse  of  Drugs  was  favourably 
received,  but  the  Executive  did  not  agree 
that  there  should  be  an  early  extension  of 
the  regulations  which  restrict  the  right  to 
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offered  by  full  line  wholesalers  and  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  irritating,  Mr 
Canning  later  told  C&D.  But  he  does  not 
think  that  major  wholesalers  are  yet  ready 
to  start  parallel  importing  despite  the 
pressures  on  them  to  do  so. 

He  outlined  some  of  those  pressures  at 
the  Branch  meeting.  They  include: 
clawback  levels;  significant  changes  in 
wholesaler  margins  which  are  not  applied 
to  parallel  importers;  the  growth  of  parallel 
imports  and  the  proportion  of  the  market 
they  take,  and  the  growth  of  "parallel 
wholesaling". 

Unichem's  managing  director  Mr  Peter 
Dodd  last  week  made  a  plea  that 
manufacturers  should  offer  reduced  prices 
for  UK  products  also  parallel  imported  but 
to  do  it  through  wholesale  channels. 


supply  or  administer  certain  drugs  to 
addicts  (other  than  for  the  treatment  if 
organic  disease  or  injury)  so  as  to  include 
all  opioids.  Neither  did  it  consider  that 
irresponsible  prescribing  was  now  a  major 
source  of  illicit  drugs. 

The  Executive  considered  that  the 
community  pharmacist  could  do  more  in 
the  prevention  of  drug  misuse  but  that  he 
was  restricted  by  a  lack  of  expert 
knowledge  on  the  causes  of  addiction. 
Pharmacists  could,  with  advantage,  be 
included  in  the  Drug  Advisory 
Committees  which  were  recommended  in 
the  report. 

The  collection  and  delivery  service  for 
Strathblane  appeared  to  be  working 
satisfactorily,  though  demand  was  limited. 
It  is  to  continue  for  a  further  six  months  so 
that  demand  may  be  assesed. 

At  Twechar  the  Area  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  had  been  unable  to  find  any 
satisfactory  handling  point  for  a  collection 
and  delivery  service.  The  newly 
established  medical  practice  in  Twechar 
has  been  refused  authority  by  the  Health 
Board  to  provide  medicines  to  its  patients. 

Computer  and  word-processing 
equipment  is  shortly  to  be  installed  at  York 
Place.  The  cost  of  a  direct  telephone  link 
between  the  Edinburgh  and  London 
computers  can  not  at  present  be  justified. 

The  attention  of  the  Executive  was 
drawn  to  increasing  problems  for 
pharmacists  who  wished  to  dispose  of 
unwanted  poisonous  materials.  DUMP 
campaigns,  which  had  previously 
provided  an  opportunity  to  get  rid  of 
unwanted  stocks,  were  no  longer 
encouraged. 

The  Executive  could  see  no  solution  to 
the  problem  except  possibly  for  the  wider 
co-operation  of  CAPOs  in  allowing  the  use 
of  hospital  incinerators  for  the  disposal  of 
surplus  medicines. 


No  study  on  TV 
advertising 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  has  decided  not  to  set  up  a 
study  on  the  effects  of  advertising 
medicines  on  television. 

Such  a  study  would  be  expensive  and 
would  probably  demonstrate  only  what 
was  self-evident,  the  Council  has  said  in  its  i 
interim  report  on  resolutions  passed  at  the 
Branch  Representatives  Meeting  in  May. 
The  question  of  advertising  of  Pharmacy 
medicines  is  being  discussed  with  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Council's  Legislation  Committee  is 
still  considering  a  resolution  seeking 
legislation  requiring  specific  planning 
approval  under  the  Town  and  Country  Act|i 
before  any  premises  can  become  a 
pharmacy. 

Commenting  on  a  resolution  on  free 
movement  of  EEC  pharmacists,  Council 
understands  that  a  Directive  may  be 
finalised  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
Commission  has  recommended  that  the 
draft  proposals  be  amended  to  preclude  a 
migrant  pharmacist  from  registering  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  new  pharmacies  or  i 
taking  over  those  that  have  been  open  only 
two  years. 

Other  points  arising  from  the  interim 
report  are  that  Council  believes  possesion  id 
of  a  current  copy  of  Martindale  should  be  nil 
considered  a  professional  obligation. 


Stolen  Adalat 
on  the  loose  

Bayer's  Italian  subsidiary  have 
reported  the  theft  of  28.000  50-tablet 
packs  of  Adalat  Retard  and  47.200 
50-capsule  packs  of  Adalat.  Adalat 
Retard  is  the  only  product  to 
currently  hold  a  parallel  import 
licence  (issued  to  the  Association  of 
Pharmaceutical  Importers. 

Italian  wholesalers  are  reported  to  be 
having  dilf iculty  in  obtaining  supplies 
locally,  prompting  speculation  Bayer  are 
trying  to  prevent  the  drug's  export  by 
reducing  availability. 

Potential  targets  for  parallel  imported 
Adalat  are  West  Germany  and  the  UK 
which  are,  C&D  understands,  the  only 
other  European  countries  where  the 
product  is  licenced. 

The  stolen  Adalat  Retard  (known  as 
Adalat  AR  in  Italy)  is  lot  number  SLJ 193. 
The  Adalat  stolen  carries  lot  numbers 
LL993,  LL994  and  LL995. 
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NEWS—  "TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS"" 

by  Xroyser 


Victory?  The 
fight  goes  on 


CDA  cover 
to  change 

Cover  given  by  the  Chemist's 
Defence  Association  will  no  longer 
apply  to  claims  against  NPA 
members  arising  from  the  supply  of 
unlicensed  medicines  except  where 
such  supplies  are  made  lawfully, 
the  NPA  board  decided  this  week. 

Lawful  supplies  include  medicines 
made  up  by  a  pharmacist  to  his  own 
recipe,  medicines  extemporaneously 
dispensed  and  those  specifically  exempted 
in  the  PI  Regulations. 


Price  List 

Due  to  a  computing  error,  no  products  in 
the  December  C&D  Price  List  carry  the 
"P"  symbol  (POM  and  PCDI  are 
unaffected).  Subscibers  are  advised  to 
keep  the  November  List  as  a  reference 
until  the  error  can  be  corrected.  "P" 
classifications  are  appearing  correctly  in 
the  weekly  Price  Supplements. 


Otoseptil  recall 

Napp  Laboratories  are  recalling 
batches  49  and  50  of  Otoseptil  ear 
drops  8ml.  Stocks  should  be 
returned  to  wholesalers  for  credit 
before  December  14. 

Neomycin  stability  problems  have  led 
to  the  formulation  becoming  subpotent. 
There  is  no  need  to  recall  material  from 
individual  patients.  Inquiries  to  Mr  N. 
McRae,  Napp  Laboratories,  Cambridge 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB44BH. 


What  do  they  mean  "Victory"?  I  find 
nothing  more  exasperating  than  the 
business  of  reporting  the  proper 
implementation  of  regulations  as  victories. 
When  those  regulations  have  in  the  past 
either  not  been  applied  at  all,  or  have  been 
misapplied  or  misconstrued,  then  of 
course  I  am  wrong,  and  I  suppose  the 
correction  can  be  called  a  victory.  But  my 
exasperation  at  the  reporting  arises  from 
political  experience  which  taught  me  long 
ago  not  to  crow  over  real  victories  in 
public  because  it  broadcasts  the 
discomfort  of  those  defeated  and  does 
nothing  to  better  relations. 

Having  got  that  little  lot  off  my  chest, 
111  tell  you  now  I  am  referring  to  the  recent 
correction  of  the  option  forms  in 
Lincolnshire,  which  the  pharmacist 
members  of  the  dispensing  subcommittee 
brought  about.  Stout  fellows!  It  is  hard  to 
fathom  the  position  of  the  administrators  in 
cases  concerning  Clothier 
implementation.  Surely  they  have  an 
obligation  to  advise  the  committees  on 
what  the  regulations  require? 

Since  it  was  made  crystal  clear  in  a 
recent  appeal  to  the  Health  Service 

Balanced 
economy 

For  ages  now  I've  been  trying  hard  to  get  a 
50:50  balance  between  NHS  income  and 
"the  rest".  I've  managed  to  drag  it  back  to 
about  60:40  so  far,  but  what  an  effort,  and 
what  an  investment  in  capital  it  needs! 

I  toy  with  the  idea  of  going  up-market 
in  my  suburban  parade,  but  go  chicken  at 
the  thought  of  the  organisation,  capital 
and  advertising  it  would  need  to  generate 
turnover.  And  when  I'm  havering  the  most, 
out  comes  a  broadsheet  from  some 
specialist  wholesaler  offering  me  all  the 
classy  perfumes  I  would  want,  in  one's  or 
two's.  But  if  I  can  get  them,  so  can  anyone 
else,  whereupon  any  claims  to 
exclusiveness  depart.  I've  tried 
photography,  with  a  hard  promotion  drive, 
head  on  against  other  outlets  and  directly 
knocking  postal  services.  Where  next? 

I  look  with  misgivings  at  the  changes  in 
habit  which  will  follow  the  imposition  of 
constraints  on  doctor  prescribing.  I  don't 
myself  see  a  vast  increase  in  business, 
more  a  continual  wrangle  with  customers 
who  are  going  to  come  up  against  the  true 
cost  of  medicines  for  the  first  time.  We 
shall  be  piggies  in  the  middle  between 


Commissioner,  that  the  option  form,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  must  be  signed  by  the 
person  requesting  doctor  dispensing,  then 
any  family  practitioner  committee  which 
has  not  automatically  adopted  a  suitably 
revised  option  form  is  acting  contrary  to 
regulations.  Should  any  LPC  find  this  to  be 
the  case  then  immediate  action  must  be 
taken,  enforced,  if  necessary,  by  complete 
withdrawal  from  the  DSC  until  it  is 
corrected. 

It  seems  incredible  that  to  obtain  the 
proper  application  of  the  regulations  such 
drastic  steps  have  to  be  taken.  I  suppose 
that  success  in  the  face  of  such 
unsupportable  obstruction  might,  after  all, 
be  described  as  a  victory?  But  is  no  one 
disturbed  to  read  that,  not  liking  the 
implementation  of  the  regulations  which 
were  agreed  by  both  doctor  and 
pharmacist  representatives  after  four  years 
of  wrangling,  the  FPC  for  Lincolnshire  is 
now  sending  a  resolution  to  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services,  and  the  management 
of  the  Society  of  Family  Practitioner 
Committees.  It  is  asking  for  the  option 
forms  to  be  brought  into  line  with 
applications  for  inclusion  on  a  doctor's  list 
which  may  be  signed  by  the  person  or 
proxy.  We  may  have  a  real  fight  on  our 
hands  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  the 
individual  to  request,  or  not,  dispensing 
services  from  a  doctor  who  wants  him  on 
his  list. 


their  expectations,  and  the  granite  of  a 
government  decision.  Price  and  money  are 
going  to  be  critical,  except  for  the  few  who 
can  afford  to  buy  what  they  want.  Long 
years  of  free  medicine  have  ingrained  a 
false  impression  of  the  value  of  drugs, 
which  we,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  are 
going  to  have  to  dispel.  I'm  sure  you  will 
agree;  life  in  1985  is  going  to  be  one  long 
round  of  pleasure. 

For  which  you  will  gather  I  am  not 
euphoric  about  this  marvellous 
opportunity  being  thrust  on  us.  I  fear  I  may 
reach  my  50:50  balance  without  any  effort 
at  all.  So  thought  is  needed,  to  ensure  the 
turnover  and  the  time  we  will  have  to  give 
and  maintain  it  are  profitable.  Despite  the 
bonuses  which  will  flow  —  and  believe  me 
they  will  —  I  reckon  we  ought  to  be 
looking  out  those  "own  formula"  nostrums 
we  all  have  tucked  away.  Products  which 
we  know  and  can  trust  since  we  have  used 
them  with  success  for  years. 

Pharmacy  will  revert  to  some  extent  to 
the  older  pattern  established  as  an 
alternative  to  the  doctors  for  simpler 
complaints,  until  the  advent  of  "free" 
medicines  made  the  visit  to  the  GP  a  better 
financial  proposition.  Our  problem  may 
well  be  not  getting  bogged  down  in 
consultations.  We  might  even  need 
receptionists  to  protect  us! 
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Coping  with  cuts 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  has  some  good  advice 
on  how  to  get  through  any  possible 
power  cuts  this  Winter. 

A  stand-by  battery  pack  costing  about 
£200  is  the  short-term  answer,  says  the 
NPA.  This  will  power  a  cash  register  and 
computer  for  up  to  four  hours. 

For  a  permanent  stand-by  supply,  the 
NPA  suggests  an  out-of-doors  generator, 
though  they  are  expensive.  A  reliable 
model  such  as  the  Honda  EM1500B,  costs 
£425-  Users  will  also  need  a  mains 
isolator/cut-in  switch  (£100)  and  a  voltage 
line  conditioner  (£200)  if  computers  and 
cash  registers  are  to  be  operated. 
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Boots'  standard 
bearer  sets  out 

Boots  superintendent  pharmacist,  Mr  Donald  Crossland,  is  a  man 
who  is  very  conscious  of  Vole'.  As  the  professional  leader  of  2,500 
pharmacists  who  work  in  the  1,000  plus  branches  of  Boots  the 
Chemists,  he  must  see  that  the  highest  standards  of  pharmacy 
practice  are  maintained  —  standards  that  are  taken  as  the  norm 
by  much  of  the  public  as  well  as  many  community  pharmacists. 
As  the  pharmacist's  role  changes  he  sees  it  as  his  job  to  develop 
that  role  and  to  defend  the  purveying  of  medicines  by  the 
pharmacist  against  all  comers,  using  the  tools  permitted  by  the 
new  Code  of  Ethics,  including  advertising  of  professional  services 
in  any,  or  all,  of  the  media. 


Mr  Crossland  succeeded  Tony  Fox  as 
superintendent  in  April,  becoming  only  the 
seventh  person  to  hold  the  office  since  Boots 
the  Chemists  were  established  in  1877.  He 
says  his  job,  like  that  of  his  predecessors,  is  to 
ensure  that  Boots'  pharmacists  are  informed 
and  up  to  date  on  changes  in  the  law  as  well 
as  on  professional  matters.  "I  must  guide  and 
direct  these  pharmacists  to  achieve  the 
highest  professional  standards  of  practice, 
always  bearing  in  mind  that  they  are  fellow 
professionals." 

But  Mr  Crossland  does  see  a  change  of 
emphasis  in  the  office  of  superintendent: 
"That  must  be  to  stress  the  development  of 
the  present  role  of  the  pharmacist  and  the 
changing  role  of  the  pharmacist. 

"Many  of  my  generation  [Donald 
Crossland  scored  his  unbeaten  half  century 
in  November],  have  seen  their  role  as 
community  pharmacists  changing  around 
them,  and  some  have  felt  helpless  to  do 
anything  about  it.  I  believe  we  must  do 
something  to  make  sure  that  role  is 
understood  and  worthwhile. 

"If  we  don't  get  it  right,  if  we  don't  decide 
which  way  we're  going  and  pursue  that  path 
we  will  see  more  dispensing  being  done  by 
doctors  and  more  medicine  sales  made  by 
non-pharmacy  outlets." 

Quite  simply  Donald  Crossland  says 
pharmacy  must  make  sure  the  public  has  the 
right  service  in  the  right  place.  And  "place" 
does  not  matter  to  him  —  it  can  be  in  a  health 
centre,  in  a  large  city  centre  store,  next  to  a 
local  surgery  or  in  a  supermarket.  "But  what 
does  matter  is  that  pharmacy  maintains  the 
highest  professional  and  legal  standards  in 
locations  convenient  to  the  public." 

Health  Minister  Kenneth  Clarke's  plan  to 
introduce  a  limited  list  of  prescribable 
medines  next  April  is  seen  by  Mr  Crossland 
as  concentrating  the  pharmacist's  mind  still 
further  on  his  functions  as  counsellor, 
adviser  and  recommender  of  medicines. 

"Next  April  pharmacists'  NHS 
remuneration  will  be  cut  by  up  to  £120m. 
Either  patients  will  be  given  different  NHS 
treatment,  nothing,  or  they  will  buy  their 
medicines.  This  buying  of  medicines  gives 
community  pharmacists  an  excellent 
professional,  and  at  the  same  time,  an 
excellent  commercial  opening.  They  must 
make  themselves  available." 

Although  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry,  of  which  Boots  as  a 
manufacturer  are  a  party,  Donald  Crossland 
sees  this  DHSS  initiative  as  an  opportunity 
for  Boots  the  Chemists,  "but  like  every 
opportunity  it  has  to  be  grasped."  Medicines 
will  be  available  from  other  outlets,  and  he 
warns:  "Whether  those  outlets  will  include 
dispensing  doctors'  surgeries  I  do  not  know," 
but  says  such  a  possibility  raises  "interesting 
legal  and  ethical  problems". 

Should  pharmacist  be  paid  for  giving 


advice?  Says  Mr  Crossland:  "The 
community  pharmacists  is  a  professional 
who  engages  in  trade.  I  believe  he  has  a 
responsibility  to  provide  the  best  possible 
advice  and  to  make  a  recommendation.  That 
recommendation  may  be  to  consult  a  doctor 
or  it  may  be  to  buy  a  medicine. 

"Because  the  pharmacist  is  taking  some 
of  the  load  off  the  NHS,  I  believe  he  should 
be  paid  for  doing  just  that.  The  difficulty  is  in 
deciding  how." 

Special  counselling  areas  are  not 
particularly  attractive  to  Mr  Crossland 
because  they  would  tend  to  "formalise"  the 
act  of  consultation  between  patient  and 
pharmacist.  And  it  is  the  easy  and  informal 
access  of  the  patient  to  the  pharmacist  that  is 
the  hallmark  of  the  profession. 

Pharmacists  should  first  be  certain  they 


fulfil  their  primary  role  of  making  sure  the 
patient  fully  understands  how  to  take  a 
prescribed  medicine  before  involving 
themselves  in  pregnancy  testing,  blood 
pressure  monitoring  and  other  services.  "It's 
a  little  too  easy  to  assume  pharmacists  are 
trained  to  fill  these  new  roles  and  that  they 
have  the  necessary  equipment  and  facilities." 

Boots  take  on  some  300  pre-registration 
students  each  year  and  Mr  Crossland  is 
responsible  for  their  training.  His  present 
concern  is  to  make  sure  company 
pharmacists  are  trained  for  their  new  role 
and  so  he  is  looking  at  continuing  education 


and  other  opportunities. 

When  Donald  Crossland  took  up  his 
responsibilities  as  superintendent  the  plans 
were  well  laid  for  the  installation  of  the  Riva 
prescription  labelling  system  selected  by 
Boots.  After  some  early  problems  all 
branches  now  have  "mechanical  labellers" 
—  the  requirement  to  include  additional 
warning  and  drug  quantities  on  labels  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  after  the  system  had 
been  adopted  did  not  help. 

The  company  is  shortly  to  re-write  the 
software  to  improve  these  extra  functions. 
And  by  next  Spring  Boots  branches  will 
order  dispensary  stock  by  computer.  But  a 
computer-run  stock  control  system  is  for  the 
future. 

Mr  Crossland  says:  "Riva  is  a  first- 
generation  computer.   I  don't  believe 


pharmacist-maintained  patient  records  are  a 
matter  of  priority  for  the  health  care  of 
patients,  particularly  for  Boots  branches 
which  tend  to  draw  patients  from  a  wider 
area  than  the  local  pharmacist. 

"Perhaps  the  computer  link-up  of  the 
future  will  be  GP  —  pharmacist  —  pricing 
authority  —  family  practitioner  committee. " 

Something  else  that  remains  to  be  settled 
is  how  Boots  will  use  the  Society's  new  logo 
on  a  permanent  basis.  Donald  Crossland 
welcomes  the  concept  of  a  symbol  that  aims 
to  by  synonymous  with  pharmacy  but  was 
dissapointed  by  the  lack  of  any  consultation 


< 

But  what  does  matter  is  that  pharmacy  maintains  the 
highest  professional  and  legal  standards  in  locations 
convenient  to  the  public 
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Boots  pharmacy  superintendent  Mr  Donald  Crossland  at  his  desk  seven  months  into  one  of 
pharmacy's  bigger  jobs. 


by  the  Society  with  decision-making 
organisations  in  pharmacy  before  the  final 
choice.  He  refused  to  use  the  plastic  window 
sticker  sent  out  by  the  president  and  instead 
sought  and  received  the  Society's  approval 
to  print  green  cross  cards  for  display  in  the 
Boots'  medicine  windows. 

"I'm  not  sure  if,  or  how,  we  shall  use  the 
symbol  in  our  shop  fronts.  We  have  to 
consider  if  the  symbol  is  compatible  with  our 
house  style  of  blue  fascias  with  white 
lettering.  And  do  the  standards  of  materials 
and  fixings  of  the  Society's  sign 
manufacturer  match  Boots'  own?" 

The  use  of  the  logo  on  dispensing  bags, 
stationery  and  lapel  badges  will  be  looked  at, 
but  there  are  practical  problems  to  be  faced, 
Mr  Crossland  says. 

If  the  "limited  list"  is  an  opportunity  in  Mr 
Crossland's  eyes  then  the  Code  of  Ethics  is 
yet  another  —  and  one  which  gives  the 
pharmacist  the  chance  to  make  the  most  of 
his  professionalism. 

"The  Code  of  Ethics  is  a  document  for  the 
rest  of  the  20th  century.  By  tidying  up  the 
Society  statements  and  standards  which 
have  existed  for  years,  it  leaves  the 
pharmacist  in  no  doubt  that  the  highest 
standards  are  required  of  him. 

"But  the  Code  is  not  just  restrictive,"  says 
Donald  Crossland.  "It  presents  the 
pharmacist  with  the  opportunity  to  advertise 
professional  services.  I  believe  it  can  only  be 
to  the  good  of  the  profession  to  advertise 
professional  services  within  the  terms  of  the 
Code  and  Guidance  Notes." 

And  Mr  Crossland  goes  further.  He 
believes  strongly  that  the  profession  has  a 
"duty"  to  advertise. 

Up  to  now,  apart  from  an  advert  in  a 
"Baby  Boots"  catalogue,  and  advertising  of 
products  made  by  The  Boots  Company, 
Boots  the  Chemists  have  simply  supported 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association's 


advertising  campaign.  But  what  Boots  will 
do  before,  or  after,  the  NPA  campaign  in  its 
present  forms  ends  late  next  year,  has  not  yet 
been  decided. 

Mr  Crossland  does  not  accept  that 
simply  because  Boots  the  Chemists  advertise 
their  professional  services  there  can  be  any 
implication  of  a  claim  of  superiority  by  the 
company  over  other  community 
pharmacies.  "I  think  both  Boots  with  other 
community  pharmacists  should  advertise, 
and  thus  inform  the  public  of  the  availability 
of  their  services. 

"Nor  would  I  hold  back  from  advertising 
Boots'  professional  services  in  any  of  the 
media."  Mr  Crossland  says  he  does  not  plan 
to  advertise  dispensing  services. 

The  sale  of  health  foods,  homoeopathic 
medicines  and  other  alternative  medicines 
takes  place  after  consultation  with  Donald 
Crossland.  His  attitude  to  all  forms  of 
retailing  is  that  it  should  be  practised  to  the 
highest  standards.  So  developments  like 
Boots'  food  centres  which  concentrate  on 
healthy  and  nutritional  foods  are  perfectly 
compatible  with  pharmacy.  "We  have 
recognised  a  public  demand  and  responded 
to  a  commercial  opportunity." 

The  company  is  18  months  into  the  trial 
of  two  homoeopathic  ranges  in  200 
branches.  "Homoeopathy  is  recognised  as  a 
treatment  by  the  medical  profession  and  so  it 
is  right  that  we  meet  a  need." 

And  stocking  of  vitamins  and  herbal 
remedies  is  also  in  response  to  public 
demand.  "If  we  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
efficacy  of  any  product,  it  would  not  be 
included  in  our  inventory  —  this  is  in  line 
with  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

In  fact,  the  demands  made  by  the  public 
upon  pharmacy  came  early  to  Donald 
Crossland.  A  native  of  Nottingham,  he 
started  his  education  at  the  local  lesse  Boot 
Primary  School,  before  going  on  to  board  at 


the  Shrewsbury  School.  During  holidays  he 
worked  at  a  local  Boots  branch  and  also  for  a 
time  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary.  'This  gave 
me  a  look  at  pharmacy.  I  made  up  my  mind 
then  to  be  a  retail  pharmacist  because  the 
patient  contact  there  was  much  closer  than 
in  hospital." 

Mr  Crossland  left  Shrewsbury  with  three 
"A"  levels  and  went  to  serve  his 
apprenticeship  at  a  "day-and-night"  shop  in 
Nottingham.  He  says  he  learnt  "at  the  feet"  of 
a  dozen  or  more  pharmacists  and  dispensers 
of  the  "old  school". 

Donald  Crossland  won  a  Boots 
scholarship  and  went  to  Nottingham 
University  in  1954,  then  headed  by  Professor 
Trease.  He  confesses  to  a  "not  particularly 
distinguished  university  career"  (although 
he  did  win  the  William  Lee  prize  for  forensic 
pharmacy)  rounded  off  by  gaining  the 
Diploma  in  Biochemical  Analysis.  Then  it 
was  back  to  retail. 

Two  years  were  spent  in  the  same  day- 
and-night  pharmacy  followed  by  some  relief 
managerships  before,  in  the  early  '60s,  being 
appointed  night  manager  of  —  you've 
guessed  it  —  that  same  24-hour  pharmacy  in 
Nottingham.  "I  survived  two  years  of  that 
then  moved  into  head  office  and  joined  the 
shop  planning  department." 


believe  the  profession  has 
duty  to  advertise 
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Mr  Crossland  was  to  run  "Operation 
Quickfit"  for  two-and-a-half  years  and  in  that 
time  refitted  some  300  of  the  smaller  Boots 
branches  (200-1, OOOsq  ft)  —  opening  up 
windows  by  removing  "enclosures"  and 
introducing  fluorescent  lighting  and  some 
seli-selection  and,  unusually  for  Boots,  using 
a  number  of  outside  contractors. 

Another  move  then  followed  to  the  then 
recently  formed  company,  Boots  Farm  Sales. 
Donald  Crossland  was  responsible  for  taking 
bulky  agricultural  products  out  of  the 
pharmacy  into  regional  distribution. 

Two  years  later  came  another  switch  at 
the  time  of  the  Boots/Timothy  Whites  merger 
in  1968.  As  sales  development  manager  Mr 
Crossland  was  involved  in  the  creation  of 
Timothy  Whites  houseware  shops  alongside 
the  Boots  pharmacies.  He  endorses  the 
words  of  one  of  his  predecessors  as 
pharmacy  superintendent,  Bernard 
Silverman,  now  director  of  professional 
services,  that  it  was  a  "traumatic  period". 

"I  "returned'  to  pharmacy  in  the  early  70s 
with  my  appointment  as  assistant  pharmacy 
superintendent  to  John  Ross  and  stayed  until 
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Pharmaceutical 
depression 


1975."  It  was  then  that  Mr  Crossland's  earliest 
hope  of  becoming  a  retail  pharmacist  finally 
took  on  real  flesh.  He  was  appointed  assistant 
manager  at  Chesterfield,  and  nine  months 
later,  manager  of  the  12,000sq  ft  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  branch. 

In  1977  he  was  appointed  assistant 
territorial  general  manager  in  Coventry  and 
then  TGM  in  1978.  Two  further  TGM 
appointments  —  to  Wolverhampton  in  1979 
and  to  Birmingham  in  1982  —  preceded  his 
appointment  as  Boots  pharmacy 
superintendent  this  year. 

Not  content  with  pursuing  a  full  and 
varied  career  with  Boots,  Donald 
Crossland's  involvement  in  pharmacy  at 
branch,  local  pharmaceutical  committee, 
family  practitioner  committee  and  area 
health  authority  levels  has  been  near  total. 
And  just  for  good  measure  he  was  secretary 
to  the  Nottingham  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  of  1974.  All  this  led  to  his 
designation  as  a  Fellow  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1981. 


The  Code  of  Ethics  gives  the 
pharmacist  the  chance  to  make 
the  most  of  his  profession 
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I  find  myself  becoming  more  and  more 
depressed  about  the  state  of  pharmacy 
today. 

Last  week  we  heard  about  the 
proposed  Government  restricted 
prescribing  list.  Under  our  present  'on 
cost"  contract  our  remuneration  is  to  be 
seriously  affected  and  we  will  have 
problems  of  dead  stock.  We  will  also  have 
explained  to  our  customers  why  they 
cannot  have  the  items  prescribed. 

I  also  read  about  the  new  attempt  to 
limit  the  excess  profits  made  by  those 
engaged  in  parallel  importing  by  an 
endorsement  of  "LP".  This  new  system  will 
also  apply  to  all  of  us  who  obtain  discounts 
of  12  per  cent  or  more  from  our  suppliers. 
This  will  mean  that  if  I  can  obtain  such  a 
discount  and  endorse  my  prescription  I 
will  be  penalised  by  being  paid  only  80 
per  cent  of  Drug  Tariff  prices.  The  parallel 
importer,  by  being  paid  this  80  per  cent, 
will  still  be  allowed  to  keep  the  extra  5  per 
cent  to  30  per  cent. 

If  these  trends  continue  and  the  new 
contract  is  not  a  great  deal  better  than  our 
existing  one,  we  will  be  forced  to  rely, 
more  and  more,  on  non-pharmaceutical 
goods.  I  would  prefer  to  make  my  living  by 
being  a  pharmacist  and  not  a  shop  keeper 
—  by  being  paid  for  my  professional 
training  and  knowledge. 

The  time  is  right  for  us  all  to  stand 
together  and  put  some  sense  and  order 
into  this  profession. 
David  J.  Poile, 
Tonb  ridge. 

Major  role  on 
minor  ailments 

"Pharmacist  to  muscle  in  on  GP  duties." 
This  headline  in  Doctor  covers  the  talk 
given  by  Sir  Gerard  Vaughan,  former 
Health  Minister,  at  a  conference  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine.  Sir  Gerald's 
speech  has  been  well  reported  (C&D, 
November  10,  p850)  yet  there  would  be,  I 
am  sure,  no  such  provacative  headline 
above  any  other  report  of  his  speech.  One 
begins  to  wonder  when  one  can  expect  an 
expressed  opinion  which  will  show  a 
genuine  attempt  by  doctors  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  position  of  the  pharmacist. 

The  encouragement  to  patients  to  see 
their  pharmacist  for  minor  ailments  can 
only  help  the  workload  of  the  doctor  —  or 
are  we  misled  into  believing  that  doctors 
are  overworked?  A  study  from  Manchester 


University  has  shown  family  doctors  on  a 
20-hour  week.  It  would  appear  from  the 
attitude  of  some  doctors  that  they  wish  to 
fill  in  their  time  dealing  with  minor 
ailments  in  order  to  stretch  their  working 
time  to  perhaps  around  35  hours  a  week. 
This  suggestion  I  make  purely  to  show  how 
doctors  themselves  are  energetically 
helping  to  support  the  fallacies  that  one 
hears  about  some  of  their  activities. 

What  motivates  doctors  into  this 
attitude  of  clinging  onto  minor  medicines? 
Is  it  quantity  not  quality  they  aim  for?  Are 
they  misled  into  believing  that  their 
medical  degrees  have  an  exceptional 
quality  about  them?  Perhaps  it's  the 
corruption  of  power  that  governs  their 
attitude  to  their  equals  (patients),  and  their 
expectations  are  therefore  over-rated.  It's  a 
pity,  because  the  public  is  beginning  to 
find  the  proper  place  in  our  society  for  the 
doctor.  That  place  is  ground  level,  where 
eventually  the  doctor  will  feel  far  more 
comfortable,  and  at  home  with  his  patients. 

Pharmacists  are  now  being  urged  to 
"muscle  in"  on  GP  duties  by  the  latest 
move  of  the  DHSS  in  taking  control  over 
what  shall  be  available  for  prescribing, 
thus  directing  patients  to  the  pharmacist 
for  consultation  about  their  minor 
ailments.  Are  pharmacists  going  to  be  the 
target  of  more  irrational  abuse  because  of 
this  new  development?  I  hope  not. 

Doctors,  of  course,  can't  control  the 
free  choice  of  patients  and  patients  have 
always  been  free  to  consult  a  pharmacist 
—  the  difference  will  be  that  the  patient 
will  now  be  directed  by  the  DHSS  (or  at 
least  encouraged)  to  take  advantage  of  this 
"free"  choice.  But  surely  the  pharmacist 
does  not  give  free  advice  any  longer?  Isn't 
the  BPA  to  cover  pharmaceutical  services? 

However  I  must  admit  to  being 
undecided  as  to  whether  I  side  with  the 
arguments  presented  by  our  president  Dr 
Hopkin  Maddock  or  those  presented  by 
Alan  Smith,  PSNC  chief  executive,  and 
David  Sharpe,  PSNC  chairman.  It's  a  job 
for  crystal  ball  gazing. 

The  NPA's  activities  are  opportune  at 
this  time  with  the  advertising  campaign 
endorsing  the  directives  that  are  now 
coming  from  the  DHSS.  The  profession 
must  see  that  the  NPA's  efforts  are  fully 
supported  otherwise  a  great  opportunity 
will  be  lost. 

We  are  not  muscling  in  on  GP  duties  — 
we  are  telling  the  people  what  we  are 
about  and  offering  our  services  for  their 
benefit  and  at  the  same  time  saving  money 
and  time.  Time  for  the  doctor  to  tackle  his 
proper  duties  —  looking  after  those  that 
require  the  doctor's  full  time  attention. 
John  Dovies 

Secretary,  Rural  Pharmacists  Association 
More  Letters  on  pl002 


It  is  this  additional  wealth  of  experience 
that  is  likely  to  make  Donald  Crossland's 
period  of  office  a  rewarding  one.  Whether  its 
term  will  follow  the  pattern  of  recent  times, 
when  the  previous  three  superintendents  — 
unlike  their  three  predecessors  —  switched 
to  other  positions  in  the  company  before 
reaching  retirement  age,  will  be  revealed  in 
due  season.  Meantime,  Mr  Crossland  with 
his  surprisingly  small  team  of  advisory 
services  manager  (Miss  M.E.  Burdett,  MPS), 
pharmacy  services  administrator,  (Mrs  J.E. 
Harman,  MPS)  and  two  secretaries,  will  lead 
Boots,  and  possibly  the  profession,  into  a 
better  understanding  of  their  place  in  the 
health  care  professions. 

"I'm  well  aware  that  as  pharmacy 
superintendent  I  have  a  legal  and 
professional  responsibility.  I'm  equally 
concerned  and  aware  that  as  superintendent 
of  a  company  employing  2,500  pharmacists, 
while  I  am  responsible  for  them,  I  wish  to 
fulfil  that  responsibility  by  encouraging 
them  to  maintain  the  highest  possible 
standards. 

"I  want  them  to  say  to  me:  This  is  the 
standard  we  want,'  rather  than  having  to 
impose  a  standard.  But  in  the  end  standards 
cannot  be  allowed  to  slip." 
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Which  new  brand  is  updating 
the  image  of  the  sheath? 


Lifestyles 


WARNER 
LAMBERT 


Extensive  consumer  research  confirms  Lifestyles  as  a  fresh,  clean,  stylish  brand  of 
contraceptive  -  part  of  modern  family  life. 

At  Warner-Lambert  Health  Care  we  have  many  other  successes  for  you  Like  Benylin,  the  most 
recommended  of  all  cough  treatments.  Veganin  and  Anusol.  each  with  an  established  franchise.  Fast 
moving  new  products  like  Sinutab  Poly  Hi-Lights,  part  of  the  spectacular  growth  of  the  whole  Poly  hair 
care  range  The  BigThree  mouthwashes  -  Listerine,  Ltstermint  and  Oraldene-which  have  dominated 
their  market  for  so  long.  ,  I    {     I  k  ++  >h 

Our  expanded  Sales  Force  is  always  ready  to  help  and  advise  you  on  our  products  Or,  if  you  wish, contact  IMG  1131716  pGOplG  TG6I  DGUGr  Willi 
our  Sales  Services  Department  at  any  time  on  Eastleigh  (0703)  619791.  We'll  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  Mitchell  House.  Southampton  Road.  Eastleigh,  Hants  S05  5RY 
R84025  All  brand  names  are  trade  marks 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Has  soap  market 
bubble  burst? 

Volume  production  of  soap  has  declined 
"markedly"  over  the  last  five  years 
because  the  market  has  become  saturated, 
says  a  Key  Note  report  on  the  soap  and 
detergent  industry. 

The  market  for  domestic  toilet  soap  was 
put  by  Lever  at  40,000  tons  in  1983,  7  per 
cent  below  the  figure  for  1979.  "It  is 
difficult,  however,  to  envisage  an 
innovation  which  could  expand  the  overall 
market  by  any  significant  amount"  says  the 
report. 

The  leading  brand  is  Cussons  Imperial 
Leather  with  15  per  cent  of  the  market  by 
value,  followed  by  Shield,  Palmolive  and 
Lux.  The  mam  sectors  within  the  toilet 
soap  market  are:  family,  deodorant, 
cosmetic  and  specialist  bars  such  as 
medicated  soap,  and  liquid  soap.  Liquid 
soap  has  not  performed  as  well  as 
expected,  say  Key  Note.  The  market  in 
1983  was  estimated  at  around  £3m-£5m. 


Hanimex  have  followed  up  their  35mm 
compact  camera  presentation  pack  with 
a  disc  kit  (about  £19.95).  It  contains  a 
Hanimex  120  disc  camera,  one  film, 
batteries,  a  wrist  strap  and  a  "How  to  take 
better  pictures"  booklet.  Hanimex  (UK) 
Ltd,  Hanimex  House,  Dor  can,  Swindon 
SN35HW. 


Media  advertising  expenditure  on 
toilet  soap  in  1983  was  "slightly  down  on 
that  of  1982",  although  the  total  figure  still 
represented  around  10  per  cent  of  retail 
market  value. 

Leading  shampoo  brands,  such  as 
Vosene,  now  find  themselves  having  to 


compete  with  "luxury"  products  like  the 
Vidal  Sassoon  shampoo  brand,  say  Key 
Note.  Head  &  Shoulders  from  Proctor  and 
Gamble,  and  All  Clear  from  Elida  Gibbs, 
are  among  the  best  selling  brands  which, 
says  the  report,  "is  not  surprising  given  the 
existing  niche  for  anti-dandruff 
shampoos". 

More  recently,  frequent-use  shampoos 
have  been  introduced,  such  as  Supersoft 
Once,  Timotei  and  Elseve  Frequence. 
And  the  report  detects  a  move  towards 
producing  "natural"  shampoos.  Key  Note 
Publications  Ltd,  28  Banner  Street, 
London  EC1V8QE. 


Clean  campaign 

leffrey  Martin  are  launching  a  £400,000 
Press  and  radio  campaign  for  Cuticura 
Soap  on  December  1.  The  campaign, 
which  runs  until  February  28,  includes 
special  price-marked  packs  of  both  the 
85g  (£0.79)  and  128g  (£1.15)  sizes,  and 
"clinic  cards"  with  tips  on  skin  care. 
JeHrey  Martin  (UK)  Ltd,  PO  Box  274,  63 
Windsor  Road,  Slough  SL1 2YZ. 


Blocked  Nose 
Headache 

Sinusitis 

Triogesic.  Analgesic  and 
decongestant. 
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Bear  tokens  

In  January  and  February,  Sterling  Health 
plan  to  support  Baby  Wet  Ones  and  Super 
Softies.  For  proof  of  purchase,  customers 
will  be  offered  a  carry  mat  with  Wet  Ones 
and  a  toy  bear  and  personalised  bib  with 
Super  Softies.  The  carry  mat  has  washable 
polyester  cotton  fabric  on  one  side,  a 
lining  of  PVC  and  polyester  filling .  It 
measures  68cm  by  43cm  when  opened  and 
zips  up  at  the  sides  to  make  a  holdall. 

Consumers  have  to  send  ten  proof-of- 
purchase  tokens  plus  £0.50  for  postage  to 
obtain  the  mat.  The  promotion  is  to  feature 
on  75  and  150  wipe  packs. 

During  January  and  February,  Wet 
Ones  are  to  be  given  extensive  television 
and  consumer  Press  support,  say  Sterling 
Health.  The  on-pack  offer  is  to  be 
specifically  featured  in  consumer  Press. 

The  baby  bear  can  be  obtained  by 
sending  six  proof-of-purchase  "bear 
tokens"  from  Super  Softies  packs  plus 
£0.20  for  postage.  Again  in  January  and 
February,  the  offer  will  be  given  added 


impetus  with  consumer  Press  support,  says 
the  company. 

Both  brands  are  also  to  feature  on 
Bounty  Vision  and  at  health  visitor 
exhibitions,  say  Sterling  Health  Ltd,  1 
Onslow  Street,  Guildford,  Surrey  GUI 
4YS. 

SR  offer  cash 

Gibbs  SR  are  offering  a  £1  cash  refund  on 
selected  SR  packs. 

The  offer  runs  nationwide  until  the  end 
of  the  year  on  large,  economy  and  family 
packs.  Customers  who  buy  five  SR  large, 
four  SR  economy  or  three  SR  family 
cartons  and  send  them  to  the  address  on 
the  promotional  packs  will  be  entitled  to  a 
£1  refund,  say  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  POBox 
1DY,  Portman  Square,  London  W1A  1DY. 


Aid  to  Ethiopia 

Health  Factor  have  launched  a  Christmas 
appeal,  in  conjunction  with  Oxfam,  to 
raise  money  for  famine  relief  in  Ethiopia. 


Runny  Nose 
Congestion 
Allergy 

Triominic.  AntiWstamine 
and  decongestant. 


Products  are  being  flashed  with  yellow 
stickers  printed  "Lifeplan  '5p  to  Ethiopia' 
appeal".  For  every  one  sold  from  the 
Lifeplan,  Natural  Selection  or  Ginsana 
G115  ranges,  Health  Factor  will  donate  5p 
to  Oxfam.  The  campaign  will  continue  at 
least  until  the  end  of  January  1985.  Health 
Factor  Ltd,  Gilmorton  Road,  Lutterworth, 
LeicsLE174DU. 
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trusted  in  colds  and  allergies. 
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No.l  in 
HairCare 


Lady  Jayne  means  the 
very  latest  in  hair  fashion 
styles.  New,  exciting 
products  launched 
regularly.  All  packaged  in 

eye-catching  pastel 
colours,  that  harmonise 
perfectly,  to  create  in-store 
excitement. 


A  selection  from  the  vast, 
ever-changing  range  of 
Lady  Jayne  Hair  Fashion 
Accessories.  The  signature 
on  the  Brand  Leader  is 


Laughton  &  Sons  Limited, 
Warstock  Road,  Birmingham 
021-474  5201 
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Decembers 
Golden  Dozen 

UniChem's  twelth  Golden  Dozen 
promotion  will  run  December  1-31.  All 
items  will  be  available  with  new  style 
window  bills  and  shell  talkers.  Products 
are:  Aspro  Clear;  Baby  Wet  Ones;  Brut  33 
antiperspirant;  Brut  33  double  protection; 
Limara  body  sprays;  Marigold 
housegloves;  Pearl  soap;  Sinutab  15's  and 
30's;  Snugglers;  Steradent  tablets, 
powders,  Deepclean  and  fixative;  Timotei 
200ml;  Vosene  shampoo,  and  Wilkinson 
Retractor  5's  and  10's. 

A  members'  offers  promotion  will  also 
run  throughout  the  month  with  a  selection 
of  the  products  available  with  window  bills 
and  shelf  talkers.  Products  are:  2nd  Debut; 
Andrex  2  roll;  Angiers  junior  aspirin; 
Babyfresh  baby  wipes;  Bisodol  powder 
and  tablets;  Bristows  hairspray  +  20% 
extra,  175ml;  Bristows  shampoo  +  33% 
extra  125ml;  Chapstick;  Chupa  chups; 
Cuticura  soap  and  talc;  Dispirin;  Elnett 
hairspray;  Eno's;  Fastidia  mini  pads; 
Feminax;  Glints;  Hermasetas;  Impulse 
75ml;  Kotex  Simplicity;  Milupa  drinks 
200g;  Milupa  infant  breakfasts  150g; 
Milupa  junior  food  75g;  Pampers  carry 
cartons;  Panty  Pads  10's;  Palmolive  Rapid 
Shave;  Palmolive  shave  cream;  Palmolive 
shaving  sticks;  Phillips  brewers  years 
tablets;  Preparation  H;  Radian  B; 
Robinsons  barley  water;  Scotties  mansize 
and  Triply;  Setlers;  Speedstick  75g;  SR 
toothpaste;  Stayfree  10's;  TCP  pastilles; 
Triac  acne  lotion;  V05  Hot  Oil;  Vasogen; 
Velvet  Perms;  V05  conditioner  +  25% 
extra;  V05  shampoo  +  20%  extra;  Wella 
balsam  conditioner  200ml;  Wella  balsam 
shampoo  200ml;  Wella  hair  set  +  50% 
extra;  Wella  hair  streaking  kit,  and 
Whistling  Pops. 


Remington  are  spending  £300,000  on 
independent  radio  support  for  their 
shavers  and  air  purifiers.  The  campaign, 
which  runs  through  to  Christmas,  takes  in 
all  48  independent  local  radio  stations  and 
features  a  total  of  13  different  commercials. 
Remington  Consumer  Products  Ltd,  Apex 
Tower,  High  Street,  New  Maiden,  Surrey 
KT34DL 


Beauty  brushes 

Abrush  with  Beauty  is  Rand  Rocket's  new 
collection  of  cosmetic  brush  sets. 

There  are  two  "professional"  kits, 
containing  nine  (£9.29)  and  12  (£10.39) 
brushes  respectively.  These  range  from 
powder  and  contour  brushes  to  lip  and 
foam  applicators. 

The  two  kits  designed  for  home  users 
—  offering  handbag  size  (£2.29)  and 
dressing-table  (£6.46)  size  brushes  each 
give  five  models.  Rand  Rocket,  ABCare 
House,  Walsworth  Road,  Hitchin,  Herts. 
SG4  9SX. 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


Ln  London                     WW  Wales  &  West 

M  Midlands                  So  South 

Lc  Lanes                      NE  North-east 

Y  Yorkshire                  A  Anglia 

Sc  Scotland                  U  Ulster 

Bt  Breaklast  Television   C4  Channel  4 

We  Westward 
B  Border 
G  Grampian 
E  Eireann 
CI  Channel  Is 

Askit  powders: 

So,G 

Blue  Stratos: 

All  areas 

Cidal  soap: 

Bt,C4 

Clairol  bodybuilder  and  PowerBuilder 

hair-dryers: 

All  areas 

Comtrex: 

All  areas 

Duracell  batteries: 

All  areas 

Grey  Flannel: 

Ln 

Hill's  Balsam: 

M 

Karvol: 

All  areas 

Mandate: 

All  areas 

Numark  Promotions: 

All  areas 

Old  Spice 

All  areas 

Oxy  Clean  cleaner  &  pads: 

Lc 

Philishave: 

All  areas 

Pierre  Cardin  Pour  Monsieur: 

Ln,Lc,Sc 

Prof  lex: 

All  areas 

Revlon  Scoundrel: 

All  areas 

Sanatogen: 

Bt 

Simple  soap  &  skincare 

Ln,M,A,C4 

Sinutab: 

All  areas 

Strepsils: 

All  areas 

TCP  Throat  Pastilles: 

M,Lc,Y,Ne 

Wilkinson  Sword  Retractor 

All  areas 

Yardley:  Ln,M,Lc,So,A,C4 
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For  blocked 


congested 
shops  and 
bunged-up 

#sli« 

Mu-Cron.  IBjma  regularly  on  national  TV 

To  be  taken  in  large  quanti-  VlllVw  throughout  the  winter, 
ies  to  relieve  the  effects  of  nationally     before  and  after  meals.  If  sales  persist 
;elevised  spots  and  of  hyperpublicity     consult  your  distributor. 
:ausing  abnormal  sales.  Ciba  Consumer  Pharmaceuticals, 

Dosage:  £1,250,000.  To  betaken  in  WimblehurstRd,Horsham,WestSusssex, 


MU-CRON  IS  A  REGISTERED  TRADEMARK 


24  LOZENGES 


FAST,  EFFECTIVE  RELIEF 
FOR  SEVERE  SORE  THROATS 


mm       mm  mmmmamm 

rowerrul  Local  Anaesthetic 

Combats  Bacterial  Infection 
Soothes  Irritation 


makes  other 

Dequacaine  is  a  new  remedy  for  ^L^y^^^  p(  ||f  M  m  mi 
severe  sore  throats,  as  a  glance  at  the  \jF^MT^^W^  ill    JL<^L  JL 

ingredients  will  show  you.  O.T.C.  dose ofDequalinium Chloride,a 

In  fact,  there  is  no  stronger  brand  you    anti-microbial  agent  specifically  recom- 

can  sell  without  a  prescription.  mended  for  the  treatment  of  sore  throat 

Each  lozenge  contains  the  maximum        And  a  Rill  lOmgof  Benzocaine,  a  ioq 


t 


liroat  lozen 

m^t^iM  V()U  can  ma^e  ls  a  doctor, 

w   w  ^k^^fc^  ^^^P©     Which  is  one  reason  why  we'll 
aesthetic  which  works  immediately.       be  informing  GPs  about  Dequacaine's 
This  formulation  is  unique,  complete    superior  formulation  with  heavyweight 
id  effective.  advertising  and  sampling  throughout 

The  only  stronger  recommendation    the  winter.  Dequacail)  €• 


FARLEY  HEALTH  PRODUCTS  LTD  ,  A  GLAXO  GROUP  CO 


COUNTERPOINTS! 


Watching  the 
women's  Press 

The  following  column  lists  advertisements 
for  chemist  merchandise  due  to  appear  in 
the  IPC  women's  Press.  The  magazines  are 
divided  into  three  categories  —  weeklies 
(W),  monthlies  (M)  and  magazines  aimed 
at  the  younger  end  of  the  market  (Y).  The 
monthly  magazines  covered  are  the 
December  editions  due  to  appear  mid- 
November. 


Alberto  Culver: 

Ashe  Labs  Maws: 

Beauty  Without  Cruelty: 

Beechams  Baby  Ribena: 
Germaloids: 
Germolene: 
Shaders  & 

Toners: 

Vykmin: 
Yeast  vite: 
Boots  special  collection: 
British  Tissues  Dixcel: 
Bronnley  Sally  Hansen: 
Carnation  Slender: 
Carter  Wallace  Discover  2: 
Chattem  Sun-In: 
Chesebrough-Ponds 
Cachet: 

Thomas  Christy  skin  care: 


M 
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It  was  sterling  work  for  all  at  A. H.  Clark 
Ltd,  Maidstone,  Kent,  after  winning  £1,100 
in  Unichem's  October  Golden  Dozen 
draw.  Unichem  director  Frank  Jamieson 
(left)  presented  manager  Graham  Ashiord 
with  the  first  prize  of  £1,000  and  his  lady 
assistants  with  £100  to  share  between  them 


For  a  firm  throat 

Elizabeth  Arden  have  added  a  "throat 
renewal"  creme  to  their  Millenium 
skmcare  range.  The  creme  (50ml;  £19.00) 
should  be  applied  twice  daily,  massaged 
upwards  into  the  throat  and  neck.  Creme 
and  massage  together  encourage  a  "firm, 
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Clinique: 
Combe  Lanacane: 
Concept  Helancyl: 
Cow  &  Gate: 
DDD  Blisteze: 
Eyelure  Tabac: 
10-0-6: 
Rene  Guinot: 
H  J  Heinz  Babyfood: 
ICC  Bisodol: 

Anne  French: 

Immac: 
Johnson  &  Johnson  Carefree: 
LRC  Durex: 
G  R  Lane  Maxi-Vit: 

Quiet  Life: 
Estee  Lauder: 
Lilia-White  Lil-lets: 
Milupa: 

Proctor  &  Gamble  Pampers: 

Rapidol  Inecto: 

Reckitt  &  Coleman  Dettol: 

Richardson  Vicks 

Monclerderma : 

Richardson  Vicks  Oil  of 

Ulay: 

Rimmel: 

Vidal  Sassoon: 

Sister  Rose  Clinics: 

Sterling  Health  Wet  Ones: 

Marie  Stopes: 

Tampax: 

Wella: 


M 
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supple  throat  line"  say  Elizabeth  Arden, 
13  Hanover  Square,  London . 


LRC  Products  Ltd  is  to  support  sales  of 
their  Marigold  Extra  housegloves  with  a 
value-for-money  twin-pack  promotion 
during  December.  Flashed  promotional 
packs,  containing  two  pairs  of  gloves,  will 
have  an  rsp  of  £1.09  or  less  say  LRC. 
Display  outers  of  six  twin-packs  will  carry 
details  of  the  offer.  Marigold  will  also  be 
backed  by  a  national  two  week  television 
burst.  LRC  Products  Ltd,  North  Circular 
Road,  Chingiord,  London  E48QA. 


Nailoid  have  introduced  travel  kits  to  their 
nailcare  range.  The  Nailcare  travel  kit 
contains  nail  hardener,  cuticle  remover, 
nail  dry,  and  nail  protector,  and  retails  at 
£2.45.  The  Color  Glaze  travel  kit  (£1.95) 
holds  four  colours  —  french  lilac,  wild 
peach,  sunset  gold  and  colourless.  Both 
kits  come  in  an  acetate  carton,  bar  coded 
and  packed  in  see-through  outers  in  units 
of  six  of  one  type.  Nailoid,  Richards  & 
Appleby  Ltd,  Gerrard  Place,  East  Gilli 
brands,  Skelmersdale,  Lanes  WN8  9SU 


Sabre  Supply 
two  new  lines 

Sabre  Supply  Co  have  launched  a  new 
range  of  sanitary  towels  under  the 
Contessa  brand  name. 

The  initial  range  comprises  Panti 
Shield  (carton  of  30  £0.28  trade),  regular 
towels  (20  £0.35  trade),  super  slim  super 
absorbent  sanitary  towels  (carton  of  10 
£0.29  trade). 

Additionally  the  company  have  taken 
over  the  distribution  and  marketing  of  the 
Sabrina  range  of  absorbent  cotton  wool 
from  E.M.  Douek.  Three  sizes  are 
available:  36g  (£0.38),  75g  (£0.58)  and 
HOg  (£0.78,  all  prices  trade).  Sabre 
Supply  Co,  Reflection  House,  Cheshire 
Street,  London  E2  6ER. 


Vale  in  Vogue 

Vale  of  Health  are  promoting  their  aloe 
vera  skin  and  hair  care  range  with  a 
£135,000  Press  campaign.  Running  from 
January  to  December  1985,  it  will  take 
advertising  space  in  Living, 
Cosmopolitan,  Harper's  &  Queen,  Good 
Housekeeping,  She,  Vogue,  Here's 
Health  and  Family  Circle.  Vale  of  Health 
say  the  promotion  will  stress  that  the 
products  are  made  from  essential  oils  from 
herbs  and  plants,  and  without  any 
experimentation  on  animals.  Vale  of 
Health,  15  South  End  Road,  Hampstead 
Heath,  London  NW3  2PT. 
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This  is  an  X-ray  of  a  sinus  sufferer. 


The  Sinutab  message 
which  brings  relief 
to  so  many. 

Sinus  congestion,  headache  and 
pain  is  a  condition  more  people  now  under- 
stand through  Sinutabs  advertising.  With 
many  thousands  of  sufferers  finding  relief 
from  double  action  Sinutab. 

The  buoyant  sales  of  Sinutab  prove 
how  well  the  product  provides  the  relief  that 
people  need. 

Research  has  shown  that  as 
many  as  20%  of  Sinutab  purchases* 
were  made  by  people  who  previously 
did  not  self-medicate  for  this  con- 
dition, representing  genuine  new 
business  for  the  Pharmacy. 

Many  more  will  receive  the 
message  this  winter  with  over 
£1m  TV  campaign  from  early 
November  right  through  to  end- 
March,  allowing  even  more  of 
your  customers  to  gain  relief 
with  Sinutab. 


Sinutab  clears  the  congestion  and 
relieves  the  pain  quickly. 


Sinutab -fast  relief  from  sinus 
congestion,  headache  and  pain 


'Independent  research 
Further  information  is  available  on  request 
Sinutab  is  a  trade  mark  R84063 


Sinutab 

Clears  nasal  &  sinus  congestion  Jraj 
Relieves  headache  &  pain  ' 


CONTAINS  PARACETAMOL 
PLUS  A  DECONGESTANT 


WA/SAE& 
LAMBERT 
HEALTHCARE 


WARMER 
LAMBERT 

the  name  people  feel  better  with 

Mitchell  House,  Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh.  Hants.  S05  5RY 


Giticui 


New  price-marked  packs 

National  press  Look  out  for  I 

and  radio  campaign  Cuticura  Clinic  Cards 

Our  new  style  £1,125,000  The  interactive,  new-style 

pressand  radio  campaign  reaches  Cuticura  advertisements,  full  of 

18  million  potential  customers  useful  tips  are  geared  to  generate  j 

every  week  for  three  months.  maximum  consumer  response. 


ANOTHER  SUCCESSFUL  BRAND  FROM  JEFFREY  MARTIN     •     TOPOL     •     DOAN'S  EXT 


i  Soap 


ad  £1,125,000 campaign 


Special  prices 
for  limited  period  only 

rice-marked  packs  will  be 
itured  from  December  through 
February.  Stock  up  now  to  meet 
mand. 


Cuticura  Soap 

MILDLY  MEDICATED  FOR  COMBI NATION  SKIN  *- 

 Skin  care — — 

with  a  touch  of  luxury 


RNGTH  BACKACHE  PILLS 


CUTICURA  SOAP 


CUTICURA  TALC     •  AYDS 


Juice  for 
your  sales 
drive 


AlOEVERA<*PA*A 

ALL-OVER  „y 
MOISTURISING  LOTION 


For  thousands  of  years  chemists 
have  acclaimed  the  rejuvenating  and 
moisturising  properties  found  in  the 
desert  succulent  Aloe  Vera. 

Today  Vale  of  Health  provide  a 
natural  Aloe  Vera  range  for  total  skin 
and  hair  care. 

Backed  by  advertising  in  Living, 
Cosmopolitan,  Good  Housekeeping, 
She  and  Family  Circle,  Aloe  Vera  is 
set  to  become  the  natural  health  and 
beauty  product  of  1985. 

A  best  seller. 


Q)ak  o\  ZiealthJ 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Jojoba 


i  NEW 


■^ifcwng  Treaty 
HI 


Jojoba  take  on 
your  dandruff 


Henara  are  extending  their  Jojoba  hair 
treatment  range  with  the  addition  of  an 
anti-dandruff  conditioner  (45ml;  £0.92). 

The  new  hot  oil  treatment  contains 
piroctone  olamine,  the  latest  anti-dandruff 
agent  to  emerge.  The  company  says  it 
should  be  used  twice  a  week  in 
conjunction  with  one  of  the  Jojoba 
shampoos. 

The  oil  is  packaged  in  individual-dose 
phials  and  should  be  left  to  warm  through 
in  a  beaker  of  hot  water  before  being 
rubbed  into  the  newly- washed  hair. 
Henara  Hair  Health  Ltd,  Classic  House, 
174  Old  Street,  London  EC1 V  9BP. 


Andursil  change 

The  shape  of  Andursil  tablets  is  being 
changed  from  the  five  sided  tablet  to  a 
"chunky"  round  tablet  embossed 
"Andursil"  on  each  side.  There  is  no 
change  in  formulation,  say  Ciba 
Consumer  Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst 
Road,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB . 

Cow  &  Gate  use 
Castlereagh 

Cow  &  Gate  have  appointed  Castlereagh 
Agencies,  a  subsidiary  of  SHS  group,  to 
represent  and  distribute  their  range  of 
baby  foods  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Cow  &  Gate  claim  a  substantial  share 
of  the  £3. 5m  baby  foods  market  in 
Northern  Ireland,  and  say  they  are  brand 
leaders  in  the  milks  sector. 

Alistair  McConkey,  Cow  &  Gate's 
sales  manager  for  N.  Ireland,  sees  the 
move  as  an  indication  of  the  importance 
Cow  &  Gate  attach  to  the  Province  as  a 
growth  area.  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Cow  & 
Gate  House,  Trowbridge,  Wilts. 


Beecham  booklet 
for  Trio  range 


Beecham  Proprietary  Medicines, 
distributors  of  the  Trio  range  for  Sandoz 
Products,  have  released  a  booklet  called 
"Colds,  coughs,  congestion  — 
information  for  pharmacists,"  containing 
detailed  information  on  Triogesic  and 
Triominic,  together  with  a  summary  of  the 
three  other  products  in  the  range  — 
Triocos,  Triopaed  and  Triotussic.  For  each 
product,  there  is  an  explanation  of  the 
symptoms  it  is  designed  to  relieve,  and  the 
ingredients  used.  Beecham  Proprietary 
Medicines,  Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 


Bigger  Bile  Beans 


A  120  tablet  pack  (£1.09)  of  Bile  Beans 
replaces  the  family  (102  tablet)  pack. 
Outstanding  orders  for  the  family  pack  will 
be  filled  with  the  new  size,  say  makers 
Fisons  Pharmaceutical  Division,  12  Derby 
Road,  Loughborough,  LeicsLEll  OBB. 


Guest 

appearance 


Thomas  Guest  are  to  launch  a  second 
burst  of  advertising  to  support  Vocalzone 
pastilles. 

The  campaign,  which  breaks  in 
January  and  runs  through  to  March, 
centres  on  advertisements  in  the 
specialised  Press  such  as  the  Times 
Educational  Supplement,  and  Stage 
magazine.  Thomas  Guest  &  Co  Ltd,  Park 
Road,  Oversea!,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffs. 

SPECIALITY 
BRIEFS 

Cassenne  changes  to  Roussel:  From 
February  1,  1985  products  under 
Cassenne  livery  revert  to  Roussel.  The 
change  is  expected  to  be  complete  by  the 
middle  of  next  year  (see  Business  News) . 
Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd,  Broadwater 
Park,  North  Orbital  Road,  Uxbridge, 
Middlesex  UB95HP. 

Voltarol  markings:  Voltarol  tablets  25mg 
and  50mg  now  carry  the  brand  name  and 
strength  on  one  side  with  "Geigy"  on  the 
reverse.  Geigy  Pharmaceuticals, 
Wimblehurst  Road,  Horsham,  West 
Sussex  RH124AB. 
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CAPITALIZE  ON  THIS  PEAK  GIFT  PURCHASE  PERIOD 
AND  GIVE  MAXIMUM  DISPLAY  TO 


•  LACE -The  newest  YARDLEY  Fragrance 

•  PURE  SILK 

•  ESP,  CHIQUE  and  LIBERTY 

•  ENGLISH  FINE  COLOGNE 

•  Perfumed  Floral  SOAP  DUOS  and 
HAND  &  BODY  LOTION 

•  GOLD  and  BLACK  LABEL 

•  Beautifully  packed  Gift  Sets 

Trust  YARDLEY  to  increase  your  sales  this  Christmas 
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If  you  ignore 
he  new  Baby  Fresh 
campaign,you 
eed  your  bottom 
spanked. 

We're  spending  £1  million  on  national  television 
dvertising,  so  16  million  Mums  won't  be  able  to 
nore  Baby  Fresh:  the  brand  new  baby  wipe  from 
owater*  Scott. 

We're  also  cleaning  up  1  million  more  Mums  by 
J>eing  in  Bounty's  Mother-to-be  and  Weaning  packs, 
find  by  giving  away  free  samples  in-store. 

When  they  discover  how  much  thicker,  softer 
and  stronger  Baby  Fresh  isyou're  bound  to  hear  the 
patter  of  tiny  feet  outside  your  shop 

Make  sure  you've  got  plenty 
f  Baby  Fresh  though,  or  you  won't  be 
etting  any  extra  pocket  money 


BOWATER*  SCOTT  CORP  LTD.  IS  THE  REGISTERED  USER  OF  THE  TRADE  MARK  BABY  FRESH 


ARE  YOU  KEEPING  YOUR 
VALUABLES  STASHED  AWAY? 


Customers 
are  creatures  of 
habit,  and  one 
of  the  items  they  expect 
to  find  in  your  store  is  batteries 

But  they're  forgetful,  too,  so  if  you 
don't  keep  those  batteries  on  display, 
your  customers  end  up  leaving  the 
store  without  buying  any.  Ana  you've 
lost  the  sale. 

Perhaps  we  can  help.  We  know 
store  space  is  limited,  and  you  want 
every  inch  to  turn  to  profit. 

We  suggest  you  stock  and  display 
Duracell,  as  it's  not  only  the  long  last- 
ing battery,  guaranteed  to  satisfy  your 
most  demanding  equipment,  (not 
to  mention  customers),  it's  also  highly 
profitable,  with  a  margin  that  matches 
most  of  your  other  high  profit  lines. 

And  you  don't  have  to  juggle  with 
several  units  to  sell  Duracell  to  all  your 
customers.  All  you  need  is  one  simple 


Duracell  stand 
which  displays 
all  five  popular 
sizes. 

Furthermore, 
since  we  dominate  the  fastest 
growing  sector  of  the  battery  market, 
the  long  life  sector,  you  can  see  why  no 
one  is  more  qualified  than  we  are  to 
help  you  sell  these  valuables. 

To  get  one  of  our  display  stands, 
simply  contact  your  usual  stockists, 
or  ring  or  write  to  us: 

Duracell  Sales  Office,  Duracell  UK, 
Duracell  House,  Church  Road, 
Lowfield  Heath,  Crawley,  Sussex 
RH11  OPQ.  Telephone:  (0293)  517527 

Duracell. 
No  ordinary 
battery  looks 
like  it  or  lasts 
like  it. 


[Jurat  ell' is  all  K  Registered  Trade  Mark 


DURACELL! 

DURACELL|DURACELLij|DURACELLgDURACELL 

duracell: |duracllu|duhac  ell ^.turacul 


PREGNANCY  TESTING 

Predictions 


These  statistics  come  from  Chefaro 
Proprietaries,  makers  of  Predictor  and 
Confirm.  Sally  Ayling,  senior  product 
manager  for  Confirm,  believes  that 
expansion  of  the  market  comes  in  fits  and 
starts.  It  is  growing  rapidly  at  present  for  two 
main  reasons. 

Firstly  there  has  been  increased 
consumer  awareness  of  pregnancy  test  kits 
as  a  result  of  marketing  activity.  During  the 
past  two  years  Predictor  has  been 
reformulated  twice,  Discover  2  reformulated 
once  and  Confirm  launched  as  a  new 
product.  All  these  innovations  were  backed 
by  advertising. 

Secondly,  women  are  appreciating  the 
speed  and  convenience  of  doing  their  own 
testing  rather  than  having  to  make  a  doctor's 
appointment  then  waiting  up  to  two  weeks 
for  the  result  of  a  hospital  test.  The  slide  tests 
used  in  many  hospitals  are  not  as  sensitive  as 
the  tube  tests  available  over  the  counter, 
which  means  that  the  urine  cannot  be  tested 
until  12  days  after  a  missed  period.  The 
home  tests  can  detect  raised  HCG  levels 
within  as  little  as  three  days. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  women 
choose  to  do  their  own  tests  is  that  they  like  to 
be  the  first  to  know  if  they  are  pregnant,  an 
advantage  both  Chefaro  and  Carter  Wallace 
capitalise  on  in  their  advertising. 

Predictor  was  the  first  product  to  appear 
in  1971.  Discover  2  was  launched  in  1979 
and  claimed  about  40  per  cent  of  the  market 
in  three  years.  It  is  now  claimed  brand 
leader  with  almost  a  50  per  cent  share.  The 
appeal  of  the  double  test  persuaded  Chefaro 
to  launch  Confirm  and  they  now  sell  about 
four  Confirm  for  every  five  Predictor. 


Market  potential 

Amanda  lenkins,  Carter  Wallace's  brand 
manager  for  Discover  2,  believes  that, 
because  the  market  is  still  young,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  potential  for  development. 

Chefaro's  research  has  shown  that  only 
55-60  per  cent  of  women  of  child-bearing 
age  are  aware  that  home  pregnancy  tests 
exist  and  only  10-12  per  cent  of  women  use 
them,  so  finding  quantitative  information 
about  the  attitudes  of  users  is  difficult. 
Advertising  concentrates  on  women  in  their 
late  teens  and  early  twenties  because  these 
are  the  most  common  years  for  first 
pregnancies.  Younger  women,  who  may  be 
less  confident  about  their  ability  to  do  tests, 
tend  to  prefer  the  reassurance  of  a  double 
test. 

There  are  two  distinct  types  of  consumer 
which  researchers  have  classified  as 
"yearners"  and  "dreaders",  and  the  same 
woman  might  be  both  types  at  different 
stages  of  her  life. 

"In  promoting  our  brands  we  have  to 
consider  both  groups,"  says  Marianne 
Harris-Bridge,  senior  product  manager  for 
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for 
prediction 

The  home  pregnancy  test 
market  is  growing  rapidly. 
About  400,000  pregnancy  tests 
are  carried  out  annually  at 
home  and  be! wee  >>  >  '>.■ 
cent  more  home  i  |l  «i  l  - 
sold  this  year  over  last 

Predictor.  "Unfortunately  there  is  still  a 
lingering  image  of  home  tests  being 
associated  entirely  with  the  'dreaders'.  We 
have  no  statistics  as  to  how  many  women  are 
in  each  group,  but  a  significant  proportion 
of  home  kits,  particularly  Predictor,  are 
bought  by  the  'yearners',  especially  those 
who  are  desperate  for  a  family  and  are 
forever  visiting  their  doctors  thinking  they 
are  pregnant  then  feeling  embarrassed 
when  they  are  not.  These  women  probably 
buy  more  tests  than  the  'dreaders'  but  it 
would  be  pure  guesswork  to  suggest  how 
many  there  are  in  this  category." 

Sales  are  fairly  constant  throughout  the 
year,  with  Chefaro  noticing  a  slight  increase 
just  after  Christmas  and  Carter  Wallace  a 
slight  post-holiday  rise  in  September. 

Boots  may  have  a  small  lead  over 
independents  in  sales,  suggests  Sally 
Ayling,  because  some  women  regard  a 
large  Boots  branch  as  a  more  anonymous 
place  from  which  to  buy  such  confidential 
products. 

Whereas  today  there  are  no  problems 
having  advertisements  accepted  by  the 
Press,  it  took  five  years  from  the  launch  of 


r 


Part  of  the  new  advertisement  for 
Discover  2,  appearing  soon  in  women's 
magazines.  The  catchline  reads  "Find 
out  if  you're  pregnant  after  one  hour  in 
your  own  waiting  room." 


Predictor  to  gain  approval  for  such 
campaigns.  Early  arguments  against  it  were 
that  women  would  not  be  able  to  perform  the 
tests  accurately  enough  or  would  be  unable 
to  cope  emotionally  with  the  results.  "There 
was  a  strident  lobby  which  thought  there 
would  be  hoards  of  women  throwing 
themselves  off  Tower  Bridge  when  they 
learnt  the  awful  news  that  they  were 
pregnant",  says  Ms  Ayling. 

Advertising  is  still  banned  in  the 
broadcast  media  but  Chefaro  believe  these 
products  are  not  appropriate  for  television 
campaigns  because  of  the  expense  of 
reaching  such  a  small  target  market. 
Likewise,  Carter  Wallace  believe  that 
advertising  in  women's  magazines  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  to  reach  potential  users. 

London  Underground  cards  have  also 
contributed  usefully  to  general  awareness, 
say  Chefaro,  particularly  as  the  market  is 
weighted  towards  London  and  the  south. 

Promotion  throughout  1985 

The  total  spend  on  Predictor  and 
Confirm  has  been  mnning  at  about  £200,000 
a  year  but  final  budgets  for  next  year  have 
not  yet  been  decided.  Confirm  will  be 
advertised  through  the  Spring  to  early 
Summer,  with  a  further  burst  in  the  Autumn 
and  Winter,  using  the  *major  monthly 
magazines  aimed  at  younger  women.  A  new 
campaign  for  Predictor  starts  next  Spring 
and  continues  through  the  year,  backed  by 
educational  and  technical  support  for 
pharmacists,  their  assistants,  the  health  care 
bodies  and  GPs. 

Chefaro  believe  in  taking  an  educational 
approach  with  their  promotion  because  they 
find  that  women  want  to  know  how  the  tests 
work  and  how  accurate  they  are.  A  booklet, 
the  "Guide  to  a  healthy  pregnancy",  is 
currently  being  offered  free  with  Predictor. 

A  leaflet  for  Predictor  was  inserted  in  the 
doctor's  newspaper  Pulse  and  another  insert 
is  planned  for  next  year.  According  to  Mrs 
Harris-Bridge,  doctors  are  more  difficult  to 
update:  "Many  are  still  convinced  that 
women  are  unable  to  use  home  tests 
accurately,  or  are  unaware  of  how  advanced 
home  pregnancy  tests  really  are,  being  a 
consumer  presentation  developed  from  tests 
already  used  in  hospitals.  We  offer  a  phone- 
in  service  to  consumers  and  receive  about 
two  dozen  queries  a  week  from  women 
wanting  more  information". 

Like  Chefaro,  Carter  Wallace  also  have  a 
telephone  answer  service.  They  are 
introducing  a  new  permanent  display  stand 
for  Discover  2,  in  the  form  of  a  dispenser  with 
leaflets,  to  encourage  pharmacists  to  keep 
the  product  in  the  front  of  the  shop. 
Although  in  recent  years  women  have 
become  less  embarrassed  about  revealing 
that  they  might  be  pregnant,  the  company 
believes  it  is  still  important  to  keep  test  kits  on 
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What  a  month! 
Colourcare  International  of 
Downton  have  won  the  Kodak 
Gold  Award  for  Quality  for  consistent 
high  quality  processing  during  the  last  four 
months.  The  following  five  photofinishers  have 
won  Silver  Awards  for  outstanding  performance 
during  August  and  September. 

Colourcare  International,  Chester 

Colourcare  International,  Liskeard 

Regency  Film  Services,  Enfield 

Grunwick  Processing  Labs,  Borehamwood 

Fotomatic,  Leigh-on-Sea 

And  to  cap  everything,  a  large  number  of 
photofinishers  achieved  the  Kodak  Point 
Standard  for  September. 
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Our  warmest 
congratulations  to 
everyone  for  such  a  fantastic 
performance  during  the  busiest 
months  of  the  year. 

TABLE  OF  MERIT  SEPTEMBER,  1984 
Addys,  Boston 

Anglia  Photo  Works,  Cambridge 
Colourcare  International,  Downton 
Colourcare  International,  Liskeard 
Colorama  Processing  Labs,  London 
Colourcare  International,  Chester 
Colourcare  International,  Neath 
Colorite,  Morecambe 
Colourcare  International,  Livingstone 
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Fotomatic,  Leigh-on-Sea 

Forest  Photographic  Co.,  London 

A.  B.  Freeguard,  Poole 

Grunwick  Processing  Labs,  Borehamwood 

T.  Litster,  Peebles 

Nashua  Photo  Products,  Paignton 

One  Hour  Processing  (Flagdale), 

Maidstone 

Regency  Film  Services,  Enfield 
Snappy  One  Hour,  Portsmouth 
R.H.  Williams,  Haverfordwest. 


THE  KODAK  AWARDS  FOR  QUALITY 

The  competition  is  open  to  all  independent 

photofinishers  who  use  KODAK  'Ektacolor' 

Paper  and  formulated  Chemicals. 

Kodak  and  its  subsidiary  companies  are 

excluded. 

All  photofinishers  who  regularly  and  con- 
tinuously return  full  sets  of  quality  monitoring 
strips  to  the  Kodak  Monitoring  Service  are 
automatically  included  in  the  scheme  which 
runs  from  April  to  November  1984. 


<Sfnt\e.  It's  on  'Kodak' paper. 
It  makes  your  pictures  better. 


Chemist  &  Druggist  1  December  1984 


Kodak  and  Ektacolor  are  trade  marks 

993 


display  so  that  customers  can  buy  without 
having  to  ask.  The  stand,  which  holds  18 
packs,  is  available  through  the  sales  force. 

A  new  advertising  campaign  for 
Discover  2  starts  in  the  January  issues  of 
women's  monthly  magazines  and  will  run 
throughout  next  year  (see  picture).  It  will 
cost  more  than  the  £200,000  spent  on  this 
year's  advertising,  but  Carter  Wallace  could 
not  yet  quote  an  exact  figure.  They  are  also 
looking  at  other  promotional  aids. 

It  is  important  to  be.  aware  that 
pregnancy  tests  merely  detect  a  raised  level 


'of  HCG.  This  commonly  indicates 
pregnancy  but  could  be  caused  by  other 
clinical  conditions  or  interfering  factors, 
says  Steve  Jacques,  marketing  manager, 
Organon  Teknika,  who  claim  to  be  the 
biggest  company  in  the  world  selling  test  kits 
to  the  professional  market.  It  is  therefore 
important  that  a  doctor  confirms  the  result  of 
the  pregnancy  test. 

Hospitals  in  the  UK  carry  out  about  1.4 
million  urine  tests  for  pregnancy  a  year. 
About  1  million  are  done  using  slide  tests 
which  detect  pregnancy  from  about  12  days 


after  the  first  missed  period.  About  400,000 
tests  are  carried  out  using  the  more  sensitive 
tube  tests  which  are  more  expensive  and 
generally  detect  pregnancy  from  about 
eight  days  after  the  first  missed  period. 

There  seems  to  be  a  trend  towards  more 
sensitive  tests  but  cost  is  a  major  factor  in  the 
NHS,  and  more  sensitive  tests  tend  to  be 
more  expensive. 

Organon  Teknika  recently  introduced 
Neo-Planotest  Duoclon,  a  slide  test  based  on 
monoclonal  antibody  technology  sensitive 
enough  to  detect  HCG  levels  of  500iu/l. 
Positive  results  may  be  obtained  as  early  as 
four  days  after  the  missed  period. 

Pharmacists  offering  a  pregnancy  testing 
service  form  part  of  the  market  which 
includes  GPs,  family  planning  clinics  and 
pregnancy  advisory  centres,  who  together 
perform  approximately  850,000  pregnancy 
tests  a  year.  Pharmacists  would  be  unlikely  to 
use  home  test  kits  because  they  are 
individually  packed  and  therefore  more 
expensive,  maintains  Mr  Jacques. 

"If  they  buy  multiple  packs  from  us  the 
most  sensitive  slide  test  will  cost  them 
approximately  £1,  the  less  sensitive  50p, 
which  is  much  cheaper  than  the  trade  price 
they  would  pay  for  a  home  test  kit.  Our  new 
product  Neo-Planotest  offers  the  same 
sensitivity  as  most  tube  tests  but  with  the 
speed  of  a  slide  test." 

The  company  offers  pharmacists  20  per 
cent  discount  when  buying  their  first  box  of 
Neo-Planotest  Duoclon.  Free  report  books 
are  available  which  allow  the  pharmacist  to 
keep  copies  of  the  test  results,  and  window 
stickers  draw  attention  to  the  service. 
Organon  Teknika  also  offer  a  "users  guide" 
which  includes  the  technical  information 
pharmacists  are  most  likely  to  need. 

Dipstick  test 

Alpha  Laboratories  have  introduced  what 
they  believe  is  the  most  sensitive  test  for 
HCG  available  outside  a  laboratory. 

Pregnastick  is  a  "dipstick"  test  which  is 
sensitive  to  175iu/l  HCG  and  will  detect 
pregnancy  at  about  the  time  of  the  first 
missed  period.  It  is  based  on  monoclonal 
antibodies  which  ensure  no  cross  reactivity 
with  LH  or  FSH  and  eliminate  interference 
from  contaminating  proteins  such  as 
haemoglobin.  The  stick  is  placed  in  a  urine 
specimen  for  five  minutes  then  two  other 
reagents,  producing  answers  in  20  minutes. 
A  blue  colour  indicates  a  positive  result. 

The  kit  is  available  only  to  professionals, 
including  pharmacists,  who  offer  a 
pregnancy  testing  service  (25  tests  £59.57, 
50  tests  £77.51).  A  cheque  sent  with  the 
order  allows  Pregnastick  to  be  despatched 
immediately;  alternatively  a  pro  forma 
invoice  may  be  arranged.  Alpha 
Laboratories  Ltd,  40  Parham  Drive, 
Eastleigh,  Hants  S054NU. 


STOP 


fa 


the  dry 


amily  cough 


Doctors  prescribe  it  for 
dry  irritating  coughs 


Sold  only  through 
pharmacies 


Our  eye-catching 
window  display  and 
special  terms  ensure 
profitability 


Lotussin 

Counter  prescribe  it  with  confidence 

OCVIO/ f  Searle  Consumer  Products, 
OC-^n  *-*-    Division  of  G.D.  Searle  &  Co.  Ltd, 


P.O  Box  S3,  Lane  End  Road,  High  Wycombe, 
Bucks.  HP12  4HL.  Tel:  (0494)  21124 
Lotussin  and  Searle  are  registered  trade  marks. 
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The  science  behind! 
the  service  

Pregnancy  testing  gives  pharmacists  another  unique 
opportunity  to  contribute  to  health  care.  In  this  arti(  le  Dr  Alain 
Li  Wan,  Pa,  department  of  pharmacy,  University  ol  Aston  in 
Birmingham,  looks  at  the  developments  which  led  to  today's 
speedy  (and  accurate  tests. 

The  average  undergraduate  pharmacy 
student  spends  a  significant  proportion  of 
time  at  university  or  polytechnic,  studying 
the  biochemical  bases  of  disease,  drug 
action  and  diagnostic  tests.  Yet,  apart  from 
the  interpretation  of  biochemical  data  in 
hospitals,  the  practising  pharmacist  is  rarely 
involved  in  the  practical  use  of  the  hard- 
gained  biochemical  expertise. 

Pregnancy  testing  is  a  service  which  not 
only  demands  such  expertise  but  also  gives 
the  pharmacist  a  unique  opportunity  to  make 
an  important  contribution  to  health  care. 

Biochemical  basis 


Pregnancy  testing  can  be  carried  out  both 
on  urine  and  on  blood  samples.  With 
currently  available  systems,  urinary  tests 
provide  satisfactory  accuracy.  Only  these 
tests  will  be  considered  in  this  article  as  they 
are  the  only  ones  suitable  for  use  in  general 
practice. 

Regeneration  of  the  endometrium  takes 
place  immediately  after  menstruation  under 
the  influence  of  oestrogens  secreted  by  the 
ovaries.  Endometrial  growth  reaches  a 
maximum  at  mid-cycle  when  ovulation  takes 
place.  Thereafter,  oestrogen  has  only 
minimal  effect  on  endometrial  cell 
proliferation  but  progesterone,  which  is 
secreted  in  large  quantities,  promotes 
secretory  activity  and  swelling  of  the 
endometrium.  An  environment  suitable  for 
implantation  of  a  fertilised  ovum  is  thereby 
created. 

In  the  absence  of  such  an  ovum, 
secretion  of  the  oestrogens  and 
progesterone  declines  sharply  and 
menstruation  follows  about  two  days  later.  If 
implantation  should  occur,  underlying  cells 
proliferate  and  develop  into  the  placenta. 

The  placenta  produces  large  quantities 
of  oestrogens,  progesterone,  human 
chorionic  gonadotrophin  (HCG)  and  the 
more  recently  discovered  human  chorionic 
somatomammotrophin  (HCS). 

In  the  designing  of  a  pregnancy  test  two 
possibilities  are  immediately  obvious.  The 
first  is  to  monitor  changes  in  oestrogens  or 
progesterone  levels.   This  approach  is 


unlikely  to  be  selective  because  both  types  of 
hormones  are  normally  found,  albeit  in 
different  concentrations,  in  the  urine  or 
blood  of  non-pregnant  women. 

The  second  approach  is  the  identifica- 
tion of  HCG  or  HCS,  both  of  which  are 
exclusively  synthesised  by  the  placenta  and 
are  therefore,  at  least  theoretically,  specific 
markers  for  pregnancy.  At  present  the  basis 
for  all  pregnancy  testing  kits  is  detecting 
HCG  m  urine  or  blood  with  a  suitable  assay. 
Tests  based  on  biological  responses  in 
laboratory  animals  are  much  less  selective 
and  are  now  rarely  if  ever  used. 

AsSGff  S   '  "  :    :  > 

selectivity 

Human  chorionic  gonadotrophin  is  secreted 
soon  after  implantation  of  the  fertilised  ovum 
and  can  be  detected  in  blood  and  urine 
within  a  week  of  ovulation.  High  sensitivity  is 
required  for  the  tests  to  indicate  pregnancy 
at  this  early  stage  when  HCG  levels  are  low. 

In  the  earlier  immuno-chemical  tests, 
high  sensitivity  was  however  associated  with 
a  loss  in  selectivity  because  human 
luteinising  hormone  (HLH)  and  human 
follicle  stimulating  hormone  (HFSH)  also 
reacted  with  the  reagents  used  in  the  tests. 
This  was  a  result  of  the  different  hormones 
having  closely  similar  structures.  As  the 
interfering  hormones  are  present  in  the 
urine  of  non-pregnant  women,  false  positives 
were  very  likely. 

To  overcome  this  problem,  the  sensitivity 
of  the  tests  can  be  attenuated  to  levels  of 
HCG  for  which  background  interference  by 
HLH  and  other  cross-reactive  hormones  is 
overcome.  This  means  that  pregnancy  can 
only  be  detected  at  a  later  stage  and  two 
weeks  after  the  missed  period  was  usual  for 
the  earlier  tests. 

It  should  be  noted  that  since  the  affinity 
of  the  immuno- reagent  for  HCG  is  much 
higher  than  for  HLH  and  other  structurally 
related  hormones,  the  tests  can  accurately 
detect  pregnancy  even  when  the  absolute 
concentrations  of  HCG  are  significantly 
lower  than  those  of  the  other  hormones.  In 
non-discriminating  tests,  a  detection  limit  of 
300iu/l  of  HCG  will  be  adequate  for 
detecting  pregnancy  in  the  presence  of  a 
background  concentration  of  500iu/l  of 
HLH.  This  level  of  HLH  may  be  approached 
in  the  urine  of  menopausal  women. 

The  first  immuno-chemical  tests 
marketed  for  the  detection  of  pregnancy 
were,  in  fact,  standardised  to  detect  HCG 
levels  higher  than  l,000iu/l.  These  tests  are 
usually  adequate  for  use  m  general  practice 
because  patients  normally  seek  pregnancy 
testing  well  after  the  first  missed  period.  By 
this  time,  levels  of  HCG  in  urine  are  well 
above  l,000iu/l. 

With  the  latest  tests,  pregnancy  can  be 
detected   much  earlier.   The  increased 
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sensitivity  is  the  result  of  improved  selectivity 
of  the  immuno-reagents  used.  By  the  mid- 
seventies,  it  was  known  that  HCG  was  made 
up  of  two  subunits  which  were  called  the 
alpha  and  beta  subunits  in  common  with  the 
hormones  which  interfered  with  its  assay. 
Although  the  alpha  subunit  was  identical 
with  that  found  in  the  other  hormones,  the 
beta  subunit  of  HCG  was  unique.  The  basis 
for  more  selective  tests  was  therefore 
obtained. 

Antiserum  against  beta  HCG  was  raised 
and  some  improved  selectivity  was 
demonstrated  with  samples  of  serum  from 
pregnant  women.  More  widespread  use  of 
tests  based  on  beta  HCG  antiserum,  known 
as  SB-6  antiserum,  on  unne  samples  showed 
that  interference  by  HLH  was  still  a 
significant  problem  and  false  positives  were 
still  observed. 

In  attempting  to  overcome  this  problem 
of  selectivity,  subtractions  of  the  beta  subunit 
were  studied  alone  and  conjugated  to  a 
number  of  compounds  such  a  thyroglobulin 
and  tetanus  toxoid.  Results  were 
disappointing  as  no  significant  improvement 
over  the  first  generation  immuno-chemical 
pregnancy  tests  was  obtained. 

The  reason  for  these  failures  emerged 
with  better  understanding  of  the  immune 
system  and  the  elaboration  of  techniques  for 
producing  monoclonal  antibodies. 

Monoclonal  antibodies 

To  produce  appropriate  antibodies  for  use  in 
pregnancy  tests,  in  conventional  methods, 
HCG  (or  its  fragments)  is  injected  into 
rabbits  and  the  antiserum  produced  is 
harvested.  The  antiserum  contains  a  mixture 
of  a  large  number  of  antibodies  with 
different  affinities  for  particular  antigenic 
determinants  on  the  HCG  injected. 

Only  a  fraction  of  the  antibodies  formed 
will  show  specificity  for  determinants  which 
are  unique  to  HCG.  The  rest  will  cross-react 
with  determinants  also  found  in  related 
molecules  such  as  HLH. 

An  obvious  method  round  this  problem 
is  to  purify  the  antiserum  to  remove  the  less 
selective  antibodies.  This  is,  however, 
technically  difficult  and  highly  expensive. 
Fragments  of  HCG  do  not  lead  to  more 
selective  antiserum  because  specific 
antigenic  determinants  found  on  the 
fragments  undergo  conformational  changes 
when  combined  with  the  alpha  subunits  in 
the  intact  HCG. 

The  breakthrough  came  with  the 
successful  preparation  of  monoclonal 
antibodies.  Rather  than  prepare  antibodies 
for  subsequent  purification,  the  technique 
involves  isolation  of  cells  producing  the 
necessary  antibodies. 

With  initiation  of  the  immune  response, 
the  lymphocytes  of  the  rabbit  injected  with 
HCG  start  to  produce  a  series  of  antibodies 
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against  the  foreign  molecule.  Each 
lymphocyte  produces  antibodies  specific  for 
one  antigenic  determinant  on  the  HCG.  The 
lymphocytes  then  divide  to  yield  a 
population  of  identical  cells  known  as 
clones.  When  isolated  these  clones  can  be 
used  to  produce  highly  specific  antibodies. 

Unfortunately  they  are  difficult  to  culture 
and  do  not  produce  the  antibodies  in  the 
required  yields.  These  problems  are 
overcome  by  fusing  the  lymphocytes  with 
rapidly  dividing  and  more  easily  cultured 
tumour  cells  (myeloma  cells).  The  resulting 
hybndomas  are  further  classified  and  those 
producing  the  most  specific  antibodies  are 
cultured.  Monoclonal  antibodies  against 
HCG  are  thereby  obtained  on  a  large  scale. 

Types  of  tests 

Two  basic  types  of  immuno-chemical  tests  — 
the  tube  test  and  the  slide  test  —  are 
available  for  use  on  a  self-help  basis  or  m  the 
pharmacy.  Agglutination  or  inhibition  of 
agglutination  may  be  used. 

With  the  commonly  used  slide  tests,  latex 
particles  with  bound  HCG  are  used  together 
with  an  anti-HCG  solution.  A  drop  of  urine 
is  added  to  a  drop  of  anti-HCG  solution.  To 
this  mixture,  a  drop  of  a  fine  suspension  of 
latex  particles  with  bound  HCG  is  added.  If 
no  HCG  is  present  in  the  urine  sample,  the 
antibodies  will  react  with  the  latex  particles 
with  bound  HCG  and  thereby  produce  a 
coarse  precipitate. 

On  the  other  hand  if  HCG  is  present  in 
the  urine  sample,  prior  interaction  with  the 
antibodies  will  prevent  latex  precipitation 
and  a  homogeneous  suspension  is  seen, 
indicating  a  positive  result. 

In  the  test-tube  tests,  HCG-coated 
animal  red  blood  cells  are  used  together 
with  an  anti-HCG  antiserum.  Addition  of 


water  or  an  appropriate  aqueous  solution  to 
the  mixture  leads  to  agglutination  but  no 
precipitation  of  the  coated  red  blood  cells. 

If  HCG  is  present  in  the  urine  sample,  its 
prior  interaction  with  the  antiserum  means 
that  the  HCG-coated  red  blood  cells  are 
unable  to  interact  further  and  therefore  settle 
down  the  bottom  of  the  test-tube  to  form  a 
characteristic  ring  which  is  indicative  of 
pregnancy. 

No  practice  is  required  for  accurate 
results  with  the  test-tube  tests  and  for  this 
reason  they  are  sold  in  preference  to  slides 
for  do-it-yourself  pregnancy  testing.  The 
test-tube  tests  need  at  least  an  hour  to 
complete  whereas  slide  tests  can  be  carried 
out  within  five  minutes.  A  one  reagent  latex 
slide  test  is  now  available  from  Organon. 

With  the  home  pregnancy  test  Discover  2 
a  dark  ring  indicates  that  the  urine  contains 
HCG,  whereas  with  Predictor  a  dark  brown 
ring  means  that  no  HCG  has  been  detected. 

The  production  of  sensitive  pregnancy 
tests  is  only  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  work  on 
monoclonal  antibodies  first  described  by 
Kohler  and  Milstein  less  than  ten  years  ago. 
Their  work  has  been  justly  honoured  by  the 
Nobel  Prize  this  year. 

Drug  and  other  interferences 

A  number  of  drugs  have  been  reported  to 
interfere  with  immuno-chemical  pregnancy 
tests.  Examples  include  the  phenothiazines, 
methadone  and  other  psychotropic  drugs. 
With  the  improved  sensitivity  and  selectivity 
of  currently  available  tests,  this  problem  is 
now  probably  of  minor  significance 
although  vigilance  is  still  warranted. 

Of  more  concern  is  the  fact  that  patients 
often  present  their  samples  in  surfactant -rich 
containers  or,  in  an  attempt  to  mask  the 
odour  of  their  urine,  in  disinfectant- 
containing  bottles.  Both  types  of  chemicals 
can  interfere  with  the  performance  of  the 
tests  by  denaturing  urinary  HCG  or  the 
antiserum  used. 


Conclusion 


If  a  pregnancy  is  confirmed,  pharmacists 
have  a  unique  opportunity  to  advise  their 
patients.  This  is  obviously  easier  if  the 
pregnancy  is  wanted. 

In  all  cases,  however,  pregnant  patients 
should  be  advised  to  seek  medical  advice 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Because  of  the 
lack  of  privacy  in  most  pharmacies  the 
initial  advice  is  probably  best  given  in  the 
form  of  leaflets  accompanying  the  result. 

Advice  on  the  use  of  drugs  in 
pregnancy,  on  proper  nutrition  during 
pregnancy  and  on  baby-care  are  all 
welcome  by  expectant  mothers.  An 
indication  that  this  type  of  advice  is 
available  is  perhaps  more  important  at  this 
stage  than  specific  advice.   ,. 
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ADVANCES  IN  THERAPY 


by  C.R.  Day.  FPS 


Decline  in  novel  drug 
development 

It  is  becoming  obvious  year  by  year  that  innovative  drugs  are 
becoming  fewer  in  number,  particularly  from  the  UK  research- 
based  companies,  despite  the  increased  research  investment 
made  by  the  pharmaceutical  industry.  The  decline  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  spiralling  cost  of  bringing  a  novel  laboratory  discovery 
to  its  final  placement  into  the  hands  of  the  prescriber. 


It  has  been  estimated  that  the  average 
amount  needed  to  develop  a  new  medicinal 
agent  lies  between  £50m  and  £90m  spread 
over  10  to  12  years.  Companies  may  have 
half  a  dozen  or  more  potentially  valuable 
compounds  simultaneously  in  the  pipeline 
so  the  necessary  financial  stability  of  such 
organisations  must  be  substantial.  Further- 
more, the  present  patent  situation  towards 
drugs  may  render  the  profitable  life  of  a  new 
product  relatively  fleeting.  Progress  is  thus 
being  inhibited  more  by  economic  restraints 
rather  than  any  lack  of  ability  of  chemists  to 
synthesise  potentially  useful  compounds. 

The  government  could  assist  by  ensuring 
that  the  economic  and  regulatory  confines 
within  which  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
works  are  compatible  with  commercial 
objectivity.  Unless  such  an  understanding  is 
forthcoming  we  cannot  hope  to  obtain  the 
breakthroughs  that  the  medical  profession 
and  their  patients  have  been  led  to  expect, 
perhaps  too  optimistically,  in  the  future. 

Cardiovascular  drugs 

Betaxolol  (Kerlone)  is  a  cardioselective,  ft- 
adrenoceptor  blocking  agent.  It  has  a  long 
activity  permitting  a  once  daily  dosage  in  the 
management  of  hypertension.  Its  main 
effects  are  a  reduction  of  both  heart  rate  and 
of  systolic  and  diastolic  blood  pressures.  It  is 
completely  absorbed  from  the  gastro- 
intestinal tract  and  is  not  affected  by  food. 
Kerlone  is  supplied  as  tablets  containing 
betaxolol  hydrochloride  20mg,  with  a 
recommended  adult  dosage  of  one  tablet 
daily,  which  may  be  increased  to  two  tablets 
if  reguired.  Elderly  patients  should  be 
started  with  half  a  tablet,  while  sufferers  with 
kidney  or  liver  insufficiency  need  close 
surveillance  and  may  require  an  additional 
antihypertensive  or  diuretic.  Known  side 
effects  are  lassitude,  exacerbation  of 
Raynaud's  disease  and  paraesthesia  of  the 
extremities;  the  drug  should  be  withdrawn  in 
the  event  of  dry  eyes  or  rashes. 

Another  introduction  for  the  manage- 
ment of  mild  to  moderate  hypertension  is 
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piretanide  (Arelix),  which  is  a  loop  diuretic 
producing  its  effect  gradually  about  two 
hours  after  administration  and  lasting  for 
some  eight  hours.  Arelix  capsules  contain 
piretanide  6mg,  which  should  be  given  one 
or  two  daily  with  food.  It  is  contraindicated 
in  severe  electrolyte  imbalance  or 
hypovolaemia,  and  must  be  used  with 
caution  in  the  presence  of  impaired 
micturition  or  prostatic  hypertrophy.  Muscle 
cramps  have  been  reported  after  high 
dosage,  while  skin  rashes  and 
gastrointestinal  upsets  are  rare. 

Angina  pectoris  may  be  prevented  and 
treated  with  the  calcium  antagonist  diltiazem 
hydrochloride  (Tildiem).  This  agent  blocks 
the  movement  of  calcium  into  cells  resulting 
in  a  reduced  requirement  of  oxygen  by  the 
myocardium.  It  thus  increases  exercise 
capacity  and  improves  any  myocardial 
ischaemia  in  the  angina  sufferer.  It  is 
supplied  as  tablets  containing  60mg  of 
diltiazem  hydrochloride;  the  usual  adult 
dose  is  one  tablet  three  times  a  day  increased 
if  necessary  to  a  daily  total  of  six  tablets.  The 
elderly  patient  should  start  with  one  tablet 
twice  a  day.  Regular  heart  rate  monitoring  is 
necessary  and  no  dose  increase  made  if  the 
rate  falls  below  50  per  minute.  The  side 
effects  of  diltiazem  are  generally  mild  and 
include  bradycardia,  first  degree  heart 
block,  swollen  ankles,  nausea,  headache, 
finger  swelling  and  skm  rashes. 

Numerous  compounds  are  under  study 
for  the  management  of  cardiovascular 
disease.  One  of  these  is  enalapril,  a  second 
generation  angiotensin  converting  enzyme 
(ACE)  inhibitor;  when  angiotensin  I  is 
activated  by  increased  renin  secretion  the 
ACE  converts  it  into  the  potent  hypertensive 
substance  angiotensin  II.  Enalapril  binds 
competitively  with  ACE  thus  preventing  the 
formation  of  angiotensin  II.  It  is  claimed  that 
enalapril  has  fewer  side  effects  than  the  first 
ACE  inhibitor,  captopril,  as  well  as  a  more 
potent  and  sustained  action. 

Terazosin  (Vasocard)  is  a  long-acting 
continued  on  p998 
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vasodilator;  carteolol  is  a  /^-blocker  of  long 
duration  for  the  management  of  angina  and 
hypertension;  penbutolol  has  similar 
indications  with  a  once  daily  dosage. 
Pinacidil  has  a  peripheral  vasodilator  action 
with  lesser  side  effects  than  existing 
vasodilators;  amsolulol  is  an  a-/3blocker  with 
a  dual  mechanism  of  slowing  the  heart  rate 
and  a  peripheral  vasodilatation;  indecainide 
is  being  examined  clinically  for  the  manage- 
ment of  ventricular  arrhythmias,  and 
milrinone  is  a  powerful  oral  inotropic  agent 
under  investigation  as  a  treatment  for  heart 
failure.  This  list  of  drugs  is  concluded  with 
ketanserin,  a  selective  antagonist  of 
serotonin  (5-HT)  at  its  receptors  in  the 
vasculature.  It  is  thought  that  serotonin  plays 
some  part  in  peripheral  vascular  disease  and 
this  has  led  to  the  testing  of  ketanserin  in 
Raynaud's  disease  and  similar  conditions. 

Centrally-acting  drugs 

In  contrast  to  recent  years,  1984  has  seen  no 
new  benzodiazepines.  However,  an 
alternative  shortly  to  become  available  is 
zopiclone  (Imovane),  the  first  of  a  new  group 
of  compounds,  the  cyclopyrrolones,  which 
although  unrelated  chemically  to  the 
benzodiazepines  have  similar  pharma- 
cological properties  and  appear  to  act  via 
the  same  receptors.  Given  in  a  dose  of  7.5mg 
zopiclone  exerts  an  hypnotic  effect  without 
residual  hangover.  This  action  is  not 
sufficiently  long  for  it  to  be  used  as  an 
anxiolytic,  but  other  members  of  the  series, 
suriclone  and  supraclone,  are  being  tested. 

A  low  dose  benzodiazipine  hypnotic 
being  investigated  is  brotizolam.  The  natural 
substances,  L-tryptophan,  the  precursor  of 
serotonin,  and  the  delta  sleep-inducing 
peptide  (DSEP)  are  under  study  as  hypnotics; 
neither  is  basically  a  sedative  and  therefore 
would  not  have  any  residual  hangover  effect. 

Meptazinol  (Meptid),  originally 
marketed  as  a  parenteral  analgesic  for  the 
relief  of  moderate  to  severe  pain,  has  now 
appeared  as  an  oral  drug  for  mild  to 
moderate  pain.  It  is  supplied  as  tablets  of 
200mg,  which  have  apparently  a  similar 
analgesic  effect  to  Distalgesic.  Meptazinol  is 
an  opioid,  but  lacks  the  effects  usually 
associated  with  those  drugs,  such  as 
respiratory  depression,  constipation  and 
dependance.  Side  effects  are  mainly  nausea, 
vomiting  and  dizzness,  occurring  m  some  9 
per  cent  of  patients,  little  different  from  that 
found  in  placebo  tests. 

Epileptic  patients  may  have  an  impair- 
ment of  the  inhibitory  transmission  of  y- 
amino  butyric  acid  (GABA)  in  the  brain.  A 
placebo-controlled  clinical  study  with  y- 
vinyl  butyric  acid,  a  substance  which 
metabolises  GABA  in  the  bram,  has  been 
undertaken  by  Professor  A.  Richens.  It  was 
given  to  24  patients  with  freguent  treatment- 
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resistant  seizures,  with  a  mean  rate  of  5.8  fits 
per  week.  There  was  a  reduction  of  seizures 
in  20,  with  more  than  50  per  cent  in  14  and 
more  than  75  per  cent  in  six;  one  did  not 
respond  and  three  were  withdrawn  from  the 
trial.  The  main  side  eflects  were  sedation  and 
confusion,  both  of  which  occur  with  other 
anti-epileptics.  Further  studies  are  in  hand, 
but  have  been  restricted  by  the  finding  in 
animal  pre-clinical  work  that  the  drug 
sometimes  causes  vacuolation  of  white 
matter  in  the  central  nervous  system. 

Already  available  in  the  United  States  is 
another  anti-epileptic  agent,  namely 
divalproex  sodium  (Depakote).  It  is  a 
valproic  acid  derivative  supplied  as  an 
enteric-coated  tablet.  Marketing  elsewhere 
is  anticipated  as  Epival  and  Valcote. 

The  long-term  treatment  of  Parkinson's 
disease  with  levodopa  gives  rise  to  "on-off" 
swings  in  more  than  50  per  cent  of  patients 
after  ten  years,  resulting  in  physical  and 
psychological  trauma  for  the  patient.  New 
drugs  being  tested  for  those  who  suffer  these 
swings  include  the  ergot  derivatives  lisuride 
and  pergolide. 

A  drug  for  the  management  of 
depression  on  trial  in  Europe  and  the  US  is 
fluoxetine.  It  is  claimed  to  have  a  unigue 
mode  of  action  with  a  lower  incidence  of  side 
eflects  compared  with  other  antidepressants. 

Antimicrobial  agents 

Once  again  the  number  of  novel  agents 
introduced  for  the  control  of  microbial 
infections  is  low.  Two  cephalosporin 
derivatives  have  become  available. 

Ceftazidime  (Fortum)  is  indicated  for  the 
treatment  of  single  or  mixed  infections 
caused  by  susceptible  organisms,  especially 
those  due  to  Pseudomonas  and  other 
difficult  Gram-negative  bacteria. 
Ceftazidime  is  supplied  as  a  powder  which  is 
dissolved  in  infusion  solutions  for 
intravenous  or  intramuscular  admirustrabon. 
In  adults,  lg  to  6g  is  given  daily  in  divided 
doses  at  8  to  12  hour  intervals.  Higher 
dosage  has  been  given  safely.  Ceftazidime 
may  be  given  concurrently  with  an 
aminoglycoside  or  other  /Mactam  antibiotic. 
The  chief  side  effects  are  reactions  at  the 
injection  site,  rashes,  fever,  pruritus  and 
gastrointestinal  disturbances. 

Ceftizoxime  (Cefizox)  has  a  similar 
profile  to  ceftazidime.  It  may  be  especially 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  refractory  urinary 
tract  infections  as  it  is  excreted  virtually 
unchanged  within  24  hours  in  a  high  urinary 
concentration. 

Another  cephalosporin,  cefuroxime 
(Zinacef)  marketed  previously  is  being 
studied  m  an  orally  active  form,  cefuroxime- 
axetil,  which  would  be  a  valuable  develop- 
ment in  this  group  of  agents.  Cefonicid 
(Momcid),  another  injectable  cephalosporin 
with  a  long  lasting  action  permitting  once  a 
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day  dosage  may  be  marketed  shortly. 

The  4-quinolones  are  related  chemically 
to  nalidixic  acid  (Negram,  Uriben)  which 
has  been  used  successfully  in  Gram- 
negative  infections  of  the  urinary  tract  and 
dysentery  caused  by  Shigella  sonnei. 
Modem  compounds  of  the  group  have 
antibacterial  activities  nearly  1,000  times 
that  of  nalidixic  acid.  Ciprofloxacin  and 
ofloxacin  are  undergoing  clinical  trials  and 
may  have  a  very  promising  future. 

Acyclovir  (Zovirax)  cream,  is  the  fourth 
presentation  of  this  antiviral  agent  to  become 
available  and  is  a  useful  step  towards  the 
alleviation  of  those  unpleasant  cold  sores 
which  affect  10-20  per  cent  of  the  UK 
population.  For  this  condition  it  should  be 
applied  five  times  a  day  for  five  days,  with  a 
further  five  days  treatment  if  healing  is  not 
complete.  For  genital  herpes,  oral  therapy 
with  acyclovir  tablets  supplemented  by  the 
local  use  of  the  cream  is  being  used,  with  the 
intravenous  route  reserved  for  severe  cases. 
Unfortunately  acyclovir  is  effective  only 
against  the  replicating  virus,  ie  when  the 
disease  is  active.  Acyclovir  does  not  cure  the 
underlying  disease  or  prevent  recurrent 
infection.  Acyclovir  depends  for  its  activity 
on  phosphorylation  to  acyclovir  triphosphate 
by  the  enzyme  thymidine  kinase  present  in 
infected  cells.  The  triphosphate  inhibits  viral 
DNA  polymerase,  preventing  synthesis  of 
viral  DNA,  but  has  little  effect  on  cellular 
polymerase  thus  giving  the  compound  its 
selective  antiviral  effect. 

Other  antiviral  drugs  depending  on  this 
form  of  activity  are  being  studied,  including 
fluoroiodoaracytosine,  bromo-vinyl-deoxy- 
uridine  and  fluoroarauracil.  Phosphono- 
formate  (Foscarnet)  is  an  anti-herpes  agent 
undergoing  examination,  and  unlike 
acyclovir  is  directly  inhibitory  against  viral 
DNA  polymerase  without  prior  activation. 

Another  preparation  with  clinical 
application  in  viral  conditions  is  inosine 
pranobex  (Imunovir)  which  is  supplied  as 
tablets  of  500mg.  Although  its  main  action  is 


I  as  an  immunopotentiator,  it  also  possesses 
inherent  antiviral  activity.  In  the  UK 
Imunovir  is  licensed  for  the  treatment  of 
mucocutaneous  infections  due  to  Herpes 
simplex  viruses,  in  which  it  reduces  pain, 
itching,  vesiculation  and  inflammation.  In 
genital  herpes  there  is  a  decrease  of  the 
infective  period.  It  is  being  studied  in  other 
conditions  known  or  thought  to  be  of  viral 
origin.  Consideration  is  also  being  given  to 
the  combined  use  of  Imunovir  and  Zovirax, 
with  the  immunopotentiating  action  of  the 
former  being  used  for  the  suppression  of  the 
disease  and  the  anti-viral  action  of  the  latter 
for  the  acute  phase. 

A  seemingly  unlikely  agent  for  the 
treatment  of  viral  infections  is  zinc.  It  was 
noticed  that  a  3-year  old  girl  with  leukaemia 
given  a  zinc  gluconate  50mg  tablet  to 
increase  her  body  zinc  level,  sucked  the 
tablet  rather  than  swallowing  it  and  lost  all 
symptoms  of  the  common  cold.  This  led  to 
the  trial  of  zinc  gluconate  or  placebo  in  65 
patients  who  had  had  the  common  cold  for 
three  days  or  less;  37  received  zinc  and  29 
the  placebo.  Eleven  per  cent  of  the  zinc 
group  were  symptomless  in  12  hours  and  22 
per  cent  within  24  hours,  with  86  per  cent 
asymptomatic  in  seven  days.  In  contrast  no 
placebo-treated  patients  were  asymptomatic 
in  24  hours  and  only  46  per  cent  had  no 
symptoms  after  seven  days.  The  active 
treatment  started  with  two  zinc  gluconate 
tablets,  containing  25mg  zinc,  dissolved  in 
the  mouth,  and  then  one  every  two  waking 
hours.  Treatment  was  continued  until  all  cold 
symptoms  had  been  absent  for  six  hours. 

Amantadine  (Symmetrel)  used  in  the 
treatment  of  Parkinson's  disease  is  also  of 
value  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
influenza  due  to  the  type  A  virus  (it  is 
inactive  against  influenza  B  virus).  It  is 
particularly  useful  for  the  prophylaxis  of  the 
disease  in  patients  at  special  risk,  eg  the 
elderly,  those  with  chronic  heart  disease, 
and  for  those  working  in  public  services, 
including  hospitals.  A  sister  compound 


rimantidine  may  prove  more  useful  due  to  a  " 
lack  of  side  effects,  which  are  anyway 
uncommon    and    usually    mild  with 
amantidine.  Rimantidine  is  not  yet  marketed 
in  the  UK.  

Antineoplastic  agents 

It  is  now  possible  to  cure  chemosensitive 
leukaemias  of  childhood  and  Hodgkin's 
disease  using  single  agents  though  even 
better  results  are  obtained  with  combination 
therapy.  Testicular  tumours  are  cured  with 
more  intensive  therapy,  but  ovarian  and 
mammary  carcinomas,  despite  intensive 
treatment,  show  response  for  some  time  but 
tend  to  become  resistant,  with  relatively  few 
long-term  survivors.  There  is  still  no 
breakthrough  in  the  search  for  an  agent 
having  anti-tumour  activity  in  conditions 
such  as  carcinoma  of  the  colon. 

Amsacrine  (Amsidine)  has  been 
marketed  for  the  therapy  of  acute  adult 
leukaemias.  It  is  an  orange/red  coloured 
solution  consisting  of  1.5ml  of  an  amsacrine 
solution  in  anhydrous  N,N-dimethylace- 
tamide  (50mg  amsacrine  per  ml).  Before  use 
this  solution  is  added  to  a  special  diluent 
(L-lactic  acid)  which  is  then  further  diluted 
in  500ml  of  5  per  cent  dextrose  and  infused 
over  60-90  minutes.  Amsacrine  is  said  to  be 
effective,  either  alone  or  in  combination  in 
patients  refractory  to  other  agents.  Its  use  is 
confined  to  hospitals  and  to  physicians 
experienced  in  cancer  chemotherapy. 

Another  introduction  is  mitozantrone 
hydrochloride  (Novantrone)  for  the  treat- 
ment of  advanced  breast  cancer.  It  is 
presented  in  vials  as  a  dark  blue  aqueous 
solution  (mitozantrone  was  originally 
developed  as  an  ink  for  ball-point  pens).  Its 
mode  of  action  is  uncertain,  but  studies 
suggest  an  activity  against  rapidly 
proliferating  and  slowly  growing  neoplasms. 
Dosage  is  based  on  14mg  per  sq  m  of  body 
surface  given  intravenously  after  dilution. 

Mitozantrone  is  the  first  of  a  new  group  of 

continued  on  plOOO 
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ease  the  problem  of  treating 
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chemical  entities,  the  anthracenediones, 
and  is  structurally  related  to  doxorubicin 
(Adriamycin).  It  is  claimed  to  have  a 
comparable  activity  to  existing  drugs  in 
breast  cancer,  with  a  lesser  tendency  to 
cause  alopecia,  nausea  and  vomiting.  Above 
all,  it  is  less  cardiotoxic  than  doxorubicin. 
Mitozantrone  dosage  is  limited  by  its 
suppressive  action  on  the  bone  marrow,  the 
white  cell  count  falls  after  treatment  but 
usually  recovers  by  the  next  dose. 

Epimbicm  may  soon  be  available  in  the 
UK.  It  is  claimed  to  be  less  cardiotoxic  than 
doxorubicin  with  less  incidence  of  myelo- 
suppression,  nausea,  stomatitis  and 
alopecia. 

Carboplatm,  a  cisplatm  (Neoplatin, 
Platmex)  analogue  is  being  compared  with 
cisplatin  as  a  single  agent  for  advanced 
ovarian  cancer.  The  results  show  that  the 
overall  response  and  survival  rates  m  the  two 
groups  of  patients  are  similar,  but  toxicity 
with  carboplatm  is  much  lower.  There  is 
some  minor  kidney  impairment  and  some 
peripheral  neuropathy  but  no  deafness  —  all 
these  side  effects  can  be  prominent  with 
cisplatin.  The  dose-hmitmg  factor  m  the  use 
of  carboplatm  is  bone  marrow  suppression. 

The  antifungal  drug  ketoconazole 
(Nizoral)  has  been  found  to  be  valuable  in 
metastatic  prostate  cancer.  In  high  dosage  it 
reduces  serum  testosterone  and  offers  an 
alternative  to  the  usual  surgical  and 
hormonal  methods.  In  a  trial,  15  patients 
were  given  ketoconazole  400mg  by  mouth 
every  eight  hours.  One  patient  withdrew,  but 
the  others  persevered  with  the  treatment  and 
at  six  months  13  were  in  remission.  And 
fewer  analgesics  were  needed  within  a  few 
weeks  of  starting  the  therapy. 

The  experimental  chemotherapy  group 
in  the  department  of  pharmacy  at  Aston 
University  is  very  active  in  the  development 
of  new  anti-cancer  drugs.  Four  novel  agents, 
two  of  which  are  at  the  clinical  stage,  are 
being  intensively  studied.  N-methyl- 
formamide  (NMF)  has  anti-tumour  activity  in 
animals  and  is  now  in  trials  for  carcinoma  of 
the  lung  and  colon.  Another  compound  is 
mitozolamide  which  has  reached  the  dose- 
determming  stage  of  clinical  trial.  The  two 
other  substances  under  investigation  are 
known  as  MZPES  and  ABPP. 

Drugs  acting  on  the 
gastrointestinal  system 

An  unfortunate  side  effect  sometimes 
encountered  by  male  ulcerative  colitis 
patients  treated  with  sulphasalazine 
(Salazopynn)  is  infertility  due  to 
oligospermia.  Sulphasalazine  is  broken 
down  in  the  body  to  sulphapyridine  and 
5-aminosahcylic  acid  (5-ASA)  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  sulphapyndine  moiety  is  the 
cause  of  this  and  other  side  effects  while  the 
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5-ASA  is  the  active  agent.  A  patient  had  his 
infertility  reversed  when  sulphasalazine  3g 
daily  was  replaced  by  5-ASA  400mg  four 
times  a  day.  Balsalazide  (5-ASA  linked  with 
4-ammobenzylalanine)  has  also  been 
successfully  used  in  the  reversal  of 
sulphasalazine- induced  infertility. 

Another  substance,  under  clinical  trial 
in  Sweden,  is  azodisalsodium  (Dipentum) 
which  is  metabolised  in  the  colon  to  give  to 
two  molecules  of  5-ASA.  In  160  patients 
receiving  the  drug,  104  have  been  treated 
for  6  to  8  months  without  side  effects,  the 
only  significant  feature  being  diarrhoea 
which  led  to  withdrawal  m  20  instances.  The 
overall  results  of  the  treatment  were 
comparable  to  sulphasalazine. 

No  new  drugs  have  been  introduced  for 
the  management  of  peptic  ulcer,  but  several 
are  in  various  stages  of  development.  One  is 
famotidine,  a  H2  -  receptor  antagonist  said  to 
be  more  potent  than  ranitidine  (Zantac),  with 
a  dosage  of  20-40mg  twice  daily  or  40mg  at 
night  being  egual  in  effect  to  ranitidine 
150mg  twice  a  day.  Nizatidine,  another 
histamine  H2  -antagonist  has  fewer  side 
effects  than  other  agents  of  this  type. 
Omeprazole  is  a  novel  acid  secretion 
inhibitor  which  could  reach  the  marketing 
stage  in  due  course. 

Finally  in  this  section  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  a  powder  prepared  from 
dried  unripe  plantain  bananas  has  been 
found  effective  in  healing  peptic  ulcers.  Its 
mode  of  action  is  not  yet  known  but  it 
appears  to  differ  from  H2 -receptor 
antagonists  and  may  be  related  to 
carbenoxolone  and  gefarnate. 

Drugs  for  musculoskeletal  and 
joint  diseases 

No  new  non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory 
drug  (NSAID)  has  been  marketed  during  the 
year,  but  research  continues  in  both 
rheumatoid  and  osteo-arthritis.  The  NSAIDs 
are  useful  in  relieving  pam  and  reducing 
inflammation  but  have  no  effect  on  the 
underlying  disease  process,  and  while  the 
steroids  may  slow  the  disease  and  lessen 
inflammation  they  cannot  be  used 
indiscriminately  because  of  their  severe  side 
effects.  Because  remissions  of  arthritic  states 
occur  during  pregnancy  and  some  liver 
diseases,  and  in  some  patients  the  disease 
"comes  and  goes",  it  is  thought  that  the  body 
possesses  a  natural  antagonist  to  arthritis. 

Orgotem,  a  copper/zinc  protein 
obtained  from  bovine  liver  has  a  marked 
anti-inflammatory  action.  It  is  identical  to 
superoxide  dismutase,  any  enzyme  found  in 
most  human  cells  which  protects  them  from 
the  toxic  effects  of  superoxide  anion.  This 
protective  effect  is  very  important  in  arthritis 
when  superoxide  anion  is  present  in  large 
amounts.  Orgotein  has  given  promising 
results  by  parenteral  injection  and  it  is  safe 


and  without  side  effects.  Its  use  is  hampered 
by  a  short  half-life  of  about  six  minutes  so  to 
obtain  clinical  effects  large  doses  must  be 
used.  Can  orgotein  be  the  unidentified 
substance  responsible  for  the  remissions 
mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph?. 

Sulphasalazine  (Salazopyrin),  widely 
used  in  the  management  of  ulcerative  colitis, 
was  first  introduced  in  the  1940s  for 
rheumatoid  arthritis  but  was  discarded 
because  of  umpromising  trial  results.  It  is 
now  being  re-exammed  with  the  result  that  it 
may  become  a  second-line  antirheumatoid 
drug,  like  gold  and  penicillamine.  Its  action 
is  unclear,  but  is  thought  not  be  be  due  to  its 
salicylate  component. 

An  oral  gold  compound  approved  for 
marketing  in  West  Germany  is  auranofin 
(Ridaura).  It  may  eventually  become 
available  in  the  UK  for  rheumatoid 
conditions. 

Gynaecology  and 
contraception 

Last  year  mention  was  made  of  the  use  of 
luteinising  hormone  releasing  hormone 
(LHRH)  analogues  as  possible 
contraceptives.  One  of  these  substances, 
buserelin,  is  reported  to  be  of  value  in 
endometriosis.  Buserelin  in  the  form  of  a 
nasal  spray  was  given  to  six  women  with 
endometriosis,  in  a  dose  of  200/^g  three  times 
a  day  for  26  to  28  weeks.  In  five  there  was 
relief  of  symptoms  and  return  to  normal 
function,  whilst  the  sixth  patient  was  given 
lower  dosage  and  had  ultimately  to  be  dealt 
with  surgically.  All  the  women  became 
anovular  and  had  suppressed  menses;  the 
ovular  cycles  returned  to  normal  on 
withdrawal  of  therapy.  Side  effects  were 
minimal,  but  hot  flushes  were  reported. 

In  the  continuing  search  for  a  male 
contaceptive,  the  anabolic  steroid 
19-nortestosterone  has  been  studied  in  West 
Germany.  A  weekly  intra-muscular  injection 
produces  reversible  azoospermia  without 
loss  of  libido  or  potency.  The  azoospermia 
occurs  seven  to  13  weeks  after  the  first 
injection  and  last  for  four  to  14  weeks  after 
the  last.  19-nortestosterone  has  both 
progestogenic  and  androgenic  properties 
and  does  not  require  the  addition  of 
testerone  to  maintain  libido.  Further  studies 
are  envisaged. 

The  first  post-coital  contraceptive  has 
recently  been  marketed  as  PC4,  a  special 
four-pill  pack  of  the  familiar  combination  of 
levonorgestrel  0.25mg  and  ethinyloestradiol 
0.05mg.  This  product  is  intended  as  an 
emergency  measure,  with  two  tablets  taken 
as  early  as  possible  up  to  72  hours  after 
unprotected  coitus,  followed  by  the 
remainder  12  hours  later.  The  side  effects 
and  precautions  in  the  use  of  PC4  are  similar 
to  those  of  the  standard  oral  contraceptives. 
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LEI TERS 


Import  'business 
acumen  

I  was  disgusted  and  nauseated  to  read  in 
C&D,  of  November  17,  of  one  of  Mr  David 
Sharpe's  comments  to  the  Health  Minister, 
at  the  recently  held  PSNC  annual  dinner.  I 
quote:  "Your  announcement  in  the  House 
today  regarding  the  exceptionally 
favourable  prices,  which  had  become 
available  to  community  pharmacists 
mainly  through  parallel  importing,  is  a 
further  example  of  a  reduction  of  the 
drugs  bill  by  the  business  acumen  of 
contractors." 

This  statement,  to  my  mind,  not  only 
condones,  but  praises  the  parallel 
importer.  I  should  like  to  put  the  matter 
right,  by  rewriting  what  Mr  Sharpe  could 
or  should  have  said. 

"Your  announcement  in  the  House 
today  regarding  the  exceptionally 
favourable  prices,  available  to  community 
pharmacists  mainly  through  the  actions  of 
a  minority  of  pharmacists  who  decided  to 
put  personal  wealth  before  patient  care  by 
parallel  importing,  is  an  example  of  the 
temptations  which  on  occasion  present 
themselves  to  all  professions.  It  is  our 
failure,  as  a  profession,  to  resist  this 
chahenge  to  our  integrity,  that  will  result 
in  a  reduction  of  the  NHS  drugs  bill  from 
next  January. 

"These  reductions  in  the  NHS  drugs 
bill  will  not  benefit  the  NHS  until  January 
1985,  as  presumably  the  Minister  thinks  it 
only  right  and  proper  that  those 
pharmacists  who  have  highlighted  this 
future  drug  saving  keep  their  "superprofits' 
earned.  It  ought  to  be  obvious  to  the 
Minister,  that  it  takes  a  great  deal  of 
business  acumen,  to  say  yes'  to  the  first  or 
second  PI  salesman  that  walks  through  the 
door.  It  is  also  obvious  to  those 
pharmacists  concerned  with  Pis,  that, 
having  been  reimbursed  for  12-18  months 


at  considerably  more  than  calculated  cost 
levels,  the  situation  couldn't  last.  They 
won't  be  too  upset  at  the  outcome. 

"You  may  rest  assured,  Minister,  that 
we  have  a  sufficient  minority  of 
pharmacists  who  have  the  necessary 
entrepreneurial  skill  and  business  acumen 
to  explore  further  loopholes,  pardon, 
avenues,  to  achieve  further  cost  cutting  to 
the  benefit  of  their  bank  balances,  pardon, 
their  patients'  and  the  country's  welfare." 

Mr  Sharpe  then  sits  down  to  applause. 
D.P.  Forrest 
Birmingham 

Whimsical  ploys 


I  expect  the  following  months  will  bring 
many  alternative  schemes  ranging  from 
the  whimsical  to  the  downright  absurd.  But 
few  will  grasp  the  simple  truth  that  the 
escalating  costs  are  not  due  to  "wasteful 
prescribing"  but  to  the  price  of  drugs. 

Drugs  are  priced  to  return  heavy 
research  and  development  costs.  The 
development  of  a  multiplicity  of  clinically 
identical  products  loads  excessive  costs 
onto  a  fixed  NHS  demand.  Since  funds  are 
unlimited  and  prices  immaterial  you  have 
the  classic  recipe  for  cost  inflation  — 
which  is  what  we  have. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation 
Scheme  is  the  NHS  equivalent  of  the 
common  agricultural  policy.  Generic 
substitution  compounds  the  problem  by 
adding  the  production  costs  of  generics  to 
the  development  costs  of  proprietories.  It 
has  taken  a  monetarist  Minister  to  see  the 
obvious  —  that  the  process  can  only  be 
halted  by  using  the  NHS  monopoly 
position  to  limit  demand  and  control  costs. 
That  is  what  is  behind  the  "limited  cost" 
principle  and  the  Minister  cannot  retreat 
from  this  and  hope  ever  to  control  his  own 
expenditure. 
Alan  Castell 
Rainham,  Essex. 


Get  stuck  in! 


I  find  the  current  debate  being  conducted 
in  your  letters  column  of  some  interest. 

The  word  Unibond  is  not  only  the  name 
applied  to  the  first  adhesive  manufactured 
by  my  company,  but  also  the  name  by 
which  we  are  known  on  the  stock  market. 

Besides  offering  a  comprehensive 
range  of  adhesives  and  sealants  for  home 
improvement  projects,  our  shares  are 
available  to  any  independent  pharmacist 
who  may  be  wondering  what  to  do  with  his 
£2,000  bonus  from  Unichem  (who, 
incidentally,  have  no  connection  with  our 
company).  If  the  pharmacy  trade  becomes 
too  sticky,  independent  pharmacists  could 
always  move  into  DIY! 
L.R.  Bushby, 

Managing  director,  Unibond  (Holdings). 

Goodwill  values 

The  article  "Using  a  computer  to  generate 
goodwill"  (C&D  Nov  17)  confirms  my  view 
that  there  can  be  no  formula  for  assessing 
goodwill  values. 

Assuming  the  market  for  pharmacies  is 
"perfect",  we  could  reasonably  claim  that 
supply  and  demand  determines  prices. 
However,  the  market  is  not,  in  reality, 
"perfect"  in  economic  terms  and 
pharmacists,  like  all  human  beings,  are 
influenced  by  other  than  financial  factors. 
So  there  can  be  no  "rule  of  thumb". 

Goodwill  values  expressed  in  money 
terms  are  relative.  It  is  only  by  examining 
the  market  that  we  can  sensibly  employ  the 
three  procedures  for  assessing  goodwill  as 
described  in  my  current  series  in  C&D. 

Mr  Robert  Gartside's  article  is  to  be 
commended  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
scientific  element  in  arriving  at  goodwill 
values. 

Eric  A.  Jensen, 

Brighton 
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BUSINESS  AND  THE  ECONOMY 


Treasury  optimistic 
for  future  growth 

The  Chancellor's  recent  Autumn  statement  confirms  the 
view  of  several  independent  forecasters  that  Britain  should 
now  enjoy  a  period  of  steady,  albeit  unspectacular,  growth. 
The  Treasury  forecast  is,  however,  significantly  more 
sanguine  than  the  concensus  of  private  sector  predictions. 


The  latest  batch  of  official  statistics  provides 
a  small  measure  of  cheer  for  the 
Government.  Economic  indicators  pointing 
to  changes  a  year  ahead  partly  reversed 
their  four-month  summer  decline,  and  a 
small  increase  in  manufacturing  output  in 
the  three  months  to  September  is  an 
encouraging  sign  that  the  period  of 
apparent  stagnation  earlier  in  the  year  may 
have  ended.  However,  a  GDP  index  which 
has  remained  unchanged  between  autumn 
1983  and  the  third  quarter  of  this  year, 
confirms  the  recent  sluggishness  in  the  pace 
of  economic  growth. 

The  inflation  rate  edged  up  in  October  to 
an  annual  rate  of  5  per  cent,  compared  with 
September's  4.7  per  cent,  while  the  retail 
price  index  for  medicines  and  toiletries 
moved  ahead  at  an  annual  rate  of  6.3  per 
cent,  unchanged  on  the  rate  in  the  previous 
month.  With  no  early  significant  cut  in 
mortgage  rates  in  prospect,  stockbrokers 
Phillips  &  Drew  expect  inflation  to  remain  at 
about  5  per  cent  in  the  coming  months. 

In  the  High  Street,  retailers  firmly  expect 
the  rise  in  consumer  spending  to  continue, 
even  surpassing  last  November's  buoyant 
level,  according  to  the  findings  of  the  latest 
OBI/FT  survey  of  the  distributive  trades.  But 
the  views  of  wholesalers  present  a  gloomier 
picture,  with  confidence  at  its  lowest  level  in 
more  than  a  year. 

The  optimism  of  retailers  is  in  spite  of  a 
fall  in  the  official  retail  sales  estimates  in 
October.  Provisional  figures  show  a 
spending  volume  index  of  113.2 
(1980=100),  compared  with  September's 
114.5.  However,  estimates  for  retail  sales 
value  in  October  indicate  a  7  per  cent 
increase  on  October  1983,  and  a  rise  of  8  per 
cent  in  the  average  value  of  sales  in  the  first 
ten  months  of  this  year,  compared  with  the 
same  period  in  1983. 

The  value  of  chemists'  sales  in 
September  was  12  per  cent  higher  than  in 
the  same  month  a  year  ago,  but  \2Vi  per 
cent  down  on  August's  figure. 

Staniland  Hall  Associates  report  in  their 
latest  Consumer  Spending  Forecasts  that 
growth  in  expenditure  on  chemists'  goods  — 
pharmaceutical  products,  medical 
equipment,  perfumes  and  toiletries  —  has 


slowed  in  recent  years.  However,  they 
predict  that  as  more  discretionary  income 
becomes  available,  somewhat  faster,  albeit 
still  only  moderate,  growth  is  likely.  They 
forecast  the  value  of  sales  at  current  prices 
will  increase  by  an  annual  average  of  2.8  per 
cent  from  1983's  level  of  £2, 594m  during  the 
six-year  period  to  1989. 

The  prices  of  manufacturers'  raw 
materials  rose  sharply  in  October,  due 
mainly  to  higher  costs  of  imported  materials. 
The  annual  rate  of  increase  now  stands  at  8.6 
per  cent,  compared  with  6.5  per  cent  in  the 
year  to  September.  The  cost  indices  for  the 
pharmaceuticals  and  toiletries  industries 


show  rises  of  6.0  and  6.2  per  cent 
respectively  during  the  twelve  months  to 
October,  whereas  producers'  selling  prices 
for  these  sectors  were  up  by  5.0  and  4.7  per 
cent  over  the  same  period. 

Of  major  concern  to  the  industry  has 
been  the  decline  in  pharmaceutical  output 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year, 
largely  due  to  continued  imports  of  cheap 
drugs  from  the  Continent,  which  have 
reduced  demand  for  UK-manufactured 
products.  According  to  official  statistics,  the 
output  of  pharmaceuticals  dropped  by  2.8 
per  cent  during  this  period  compared  with 
1983,  making  pharmaceuticals  the  worst 
performing  segment  of  the  chemical 
industry.  Provisional  figures  for  August  and 
September  show  a  marked  improvement, 
however,  and  output  in  the  third  quarter  is 
5.4  per  cent  higher  than  last  year. 

The  imbalance  between  imports  and 
exports  continues,  with  imports  of 
pharmaceutical  products  and  perfumes, 
cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations  in  the 
second  quarter  of  this  year  respectively  21.6 
and  23.5  per  cent  higher  than  in  the  same 
period  last  year,  while  corresponding  export 
figures  show  increases  of  only  7.4  and  13.3 
per  cent. 


Business  Statistics 


Prices  and  costs 


Latest  data 


Previous  data 


%  change 
on  year 


Retail  prices  (January  1974  =  100): 

all  items 

Oc! 

357.7 

Sept 

355.5 

5  0 

medicines,  surgical  goods,  toiletries 

Oct 

367.2 

Sept 

366.7 

6.3 

Producer  prices  (1980  =  100) : 

manufacturing  industry 

Oct 

134.0 

Sept 

133.3 

6.2 

chemical  industry 

Oct 

126.9 

Sept 

126  2 

5.0 

pharmaceutical  products 

Oct 

132.7 

Sept 

132.4 

5  0 

toilet  preparations  for  men 

Ocl 

137.6 

Sept 

137.6 

6.5 

other  toilet  preparations 

Oct 

131.4 

Sept 

130.8 

4.7 

surgical  dressings 

Oct 

144  4 

Sept 

144.1 

8.9 

photographic  materials  and  chemicals 

Ocl 

125.6 

Sept 

125.1 

5  6 

Average  earnings*  (January  1980  =  100): 

distribution  and  repairs 

Aug 

153.0 

July 

157.1 

6.8 

chemicals  and  man-made  fibres 

Aug 

172.1 

July 

164.2 

9.5 

Output 

Manufacturers' sales*  (current  prices)  £  thous: 

pharmaceutical  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

530,886 

1st  qtr 

515,497 

3.3 

pharmaceutical  foods  and  food  additives 

2nd  qtr 

9,304 

1st  qtr 

7,275 

25.3 

pharmaceutical  chemicals 

2nd  qtr 

87,508 

1st  qtr 

103,694 

4.2 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

228,900 

1st  qtr 

222,000 

9.1 

Exports*  (current  prices)  £  thous: 

pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

281,444 

1st  qtr 

274,133 

7.4 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

68,869 

1st  qtr 

68,837 

1 !  3 

Imports*  (current  prices)  £  thous: 

pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

130,146 

Isi  qtr 

126,224 

21  6 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

2nd  qtr 

40,569 

1st  qtr 

32,437 

23.5 

Sales 

Consumers'  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £  billion 

3rd  qtr 

36  8 

2nd  qtr 

36.6 

1.1 

Retail  sales*  (value)  per  week  (1980=  100): 

all  retail  businesses 

Sept 

134.3 

Aug 

132.8 

8.1 

chemists 

Sept 

133.0 

Aug 

152.0 

12 

Business  conditions  indicators 


Average  earnings  index  (1980  -  100) 
Capital  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £m: 

distribution 
Stock  changes  (1980  prices)  £m: 

wholesaling 

retailing 
Unemployment  (UK)  per  cent 
Live  births  England,  Wales  and  Scotland 


Sept 

160  1 

Aug 

159.2 

6  4 

3rd  qtr 

929 

2nd  qtr 

'■'V 

8  1 

3rd  qtr 

13 

2nd  qtr 

-101 

3rd  qtr 

-22 

2nd  qtr 

62 

Sept 

13  6 

Aug 

12  9 

3  7 

Sept 

57,565 

Aug 

67,969 

(4  weeks) 

(5  weeks) 

Sources:  Central  Statistical  Office,  Department  ol  Employment,  Department  oi  Trade  and  Industry,  HM  Customs  &  Excise,  OPCS. 
All  figures  seasonally  adjusted  except  where  marked* 
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BUSINESS  STATISTICS! 


•VENTS 


Medicines  and  toiletries  price  rises  steady 


M        J  S 

1982 


Wholesale  price  increases  move  ahead 


M        J  S 

1982 


Pharmaceutical  production  recovers 


125 
120 

115 

110 

105 


v  100 
c 

-  95 


90 


85 


Production 


Perfumes, cosmetics  and 
toilet  preparations 


s, 


Central  Statistical  Office* 


Pharmaceutical  products 


(not  seasonally  adjusted) 
I 


J         S        D  M 

1982  1983 


S        D       M        J        S  D 

1984 


Retail  chemists'  sales  buoyant 


1004 


Retail  chemist 
exhibitions  '85 

Two  retail  chemists  exhibitions  are 
planned  for  next  year:  Northern  '85,  is  to 
be  held  at  the  Leeds  exhibition  centre 
March  23-25,  and  West'chem  '85,  at  Bristol 
exhibition  centre  June  16-17.  Details  from 
organisers  Trades  Exhibitions  Ltd, 
Exhibition  House,  Spring  Street,  London 
W2  3RB  (tel  01-2622886). 

Monday,  December  3 

East  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
West  Ham  Association  ol  Pharmacists.  Churchill  Room, 
Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  Hall  Road,  Wanstead  Ell,  at  7.30pm. 
Discussion  of  Resolutions  for  the  1985  Branch  Representatives 
Meeting  followed  by  wine  and  mince  pies. 
Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  King  John's 
House,  Church  Street,  Romsey.  Mr  W.  Jackson  on 
"Pharmaceutical  antiquities."  Tickets  approx  £2.  Buffet 
Mid  Glamorgan  East  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Cardiff  Castle.  Medieval  Banquet  subsidised  by  the  branch. 

Tuesday,  December  4 

File  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Anthony's  Hotel, 
Kirkcaldy,  at  7.45pm.  Mr  G  B.  Kirkwood,  member  of  board  of 
College  of  Pharmacy  Practice,  on  "The  College  of  Pharmacy 
Practice." 

South  West  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

lecture  theatre,  St  George's  Hospital  Medical  School  SW17,  at 
7  30pm.  Elizabeth  Scott,  associate  of  the  British  Hypnotherapy 
Association,  on  "Hypnotherapy." 

Dumfries  and  Galloway  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Royal  Infirmary,  at  7.30pm.  Sister  I.  Bell  on  "Care  of  ostomy 
patients." 

Wednesday,  December  5 

Slough  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Branch,  Walton  College 
Hotel,  Maidenhead,  at  7.30pm  Working  dinner  with  Dr  T.G. 
Booth,  vice-president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
North  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Coram 
lecture  theatre,  School  of  Pharmacy,  Brunswick  Square, 
London,  at  8pm.  Michael  A  Van  Straten  on  "Will  alternative 
medicine  stay  alternative  or  become  complementary." 
Stirling  and  Central  Scottish  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Park  Hotel,  Falkirk  Talk  on  "Dermatological  products" 
by  a  consultant  dermatologist  and  will  deal  with  common  skin 
conditions,  including  acne  and  eczema. 
Wirral  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Liverpool 
Polytechnic,  at  8pm.  Joint  meeting  with  Liverpool  Branch, 
"Chemical  magic." 

Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  postgraduate 
medical  centre,  St  Mary's  Hospital,  Newport,  at  7.30pm.  Dr  Jack 
Jones,  former  curator  of  Carisbrook  Castle  will  give  an 
illustrated  talk  on  the  castle's  history. 

Thursday,  December  6 

Weald  of  Kent  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

postgraduate  centre,  Kent  &  Sussex  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
at  8pm.  Social  with  pharmaceutical  "Call  My  Bluff " 
Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  postgraduate 
medical  centre,  Kingston  Hospital,  Galsworthy  Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames,  at  8pm  Mr  B  Atkinson,  Fisons 
Pharmaceuticals,  on  "Asthma  control." 

Hounslow  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  lecture  theatre, 
West  Middlesex  Hospital,  Twickenham  Road,  Isleworth.  Dr 
Hugh  McDade,  senior  medical  officer,  Glaxo  Laboratories,  on 
"Current  prospects  in  dermatology" 

Lancaster  and  Morecambe  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

postgraduate  centre,  Ashton  Road,  Lancaster,  at  7.45pm. 
Members  photographic  competition  evening.  The  theme  is 
"Pictorial  landscape  and  seascape."  Refreshments. 

Friday,  December  7 

Edinburgh  and  Lothians  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  7  45pm.  "Italian  evening." 
Blackpool  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 

7.45pm  Terry  Dalton  continues  his  journey.  Tickets  at  Imperial 
Hotel. 

Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

clinical  lecture  theatre,  Northwick  Park  Hospital,  at  7.30pm. 
Christmas  meeting:  wine  tasting  with  Peter  Osborne.  Cost  £2 
including  wine  and  snacks. 

Saturday,  December  8 

Ayrshire  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Skean  Dhu  Hotel, 
Irvine,  Branch  Dance. 
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Hoechst  UK  buy  Cox 
in  agreed  deal 


Hoechst  UK  are  buying  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals  in  an  agreed  deal. 

The  Cox  board  has  recommended 
shareholders  accept  Hoechst's  offer  for  all 
the  company's  ordinary  and  preference 
stock.  Hoechst  have  so  far  received 
agreement  to  sell  from  about  64  per  cent  of 
shareholders.  The  deal  should  be  finalised 
next  January. 

Hoechst  will  retain  the  Cox  name, 
continuing  operations  from  Barnstaple  in 
North  Devon.  Current  Cox  employees  will 
be  safe,  say  Hoechst. 

Nicholas  Cox  will  be  resigning  as 
chairman  of  the  company,  although  he  will 
stay  on  as  a  consultant.  He  wiD  be 
succeeded  by  Hoechst's  Brian  Cromie. 
Peter  Grinstead  from  Hoechst  joins  Cox  as 
deputy  managing  director,  while  the 
company's  Bill  McDowell  and  Peter  Read 
also  join  the  board.  David  Green  retains 
his  position  as  managing  director,  with 
Cox's  Michael  Leatham  and  Ben  Beesley 


also  staying  on  the  board.  Hoechst  say  they 
will  "maintain  continuity  of  the  current 
management". 

Cox  directors  point  out  this  is  a  time  of 
major  change  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry,  and  say  the  company  and  its 
customers'  interests  can  best  be 
safeguarded  by  joining  a  large  group  like 
Hoechst.  The  company  should  also  benefit 
from  Hoechst's  greater  R&D  facilities. 

Hoechst  describe  Cox  as  "a  small, 
healthy,  thriving  company  which  suits  our 
profile",  and  welcome  the  addition  of  Cox's 
manufacturing  operation  to  the  R&D  set- 
up they  already  have  in  the  UK.  Neither 
company  will  give  details  of  Hoechst's 
offer,  saying  only  that  they  both  feel  it  to  be 
"fair  and  reasonable". 

Cox,  who  forecast  sales  of  £7. 7m  for 
1984,  employ  around  250  people.  The 
company  was  founded  by  Arthur  Hawker 
Cox,  who  set  up  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
in  Ship  Street,  Brighton,  in  1839. 


Boots  buy  as 
Main  retires 


Boots  have  increased  first-half 
profits  by  22.7  per  cent  on  sales  up 
11.7  percent. 

Company  sales  in  the  six  months  to 
September  30  reached  £920.  lm, 
generating  £79. 9m  profit. 

After  adjustment  for  last  year's 
clawback  charge  of  £6.  lm  and  1984's 
windfall  of  £5. 8m  springing  from  contract 
underpayments,  the  retail  division  saw 
sales  up  8.3  per  cent  at  £787. lm  and 
profits  rising  14.4  per  cent  to  £42. 3m. 

The  results  failed  to  impress  Daily  Mail 
city  editor  Andrew  Alexander.  "Boots 
retain  their  curious  rule  that  store 
managers  have  to  be  qualified 
pharmacists"  he  says.  "Which  is  a  bit  like 
insisting  Harrods'  general  manager  must 
be  a  trained  piano  tuner". 

Boots  have  agreed  to  buy  95  per  cent 


of  the  Munich-based  Kanoldt 
Arzneimittel.  Chairman  Peter  Main 
describes  the  purchase  as  offering  "a 
strong  base  on  which  to  build  our  German 
business." 

Dr  Main  has  announced  his  intention  to 
retire  next  March,  saying  he  wishes  to 
pursue  other  interests.  New  chairman  will 
be  vice-chairman  Robert  Gunn,  who  will 
also  continue  as  chief  executive. 

Profit  loss 

Unichem  are  "making  a  minor 
downward  adjustment"  to  their 
members  profit  sharing  scheme 
effective  from  December  1 . 

The  maximum  effect  will  be  £6  per 
month  for  any  outlet  spending  over  £1,800 
per  month  medical,  say  Unichem.  The 
change  does  not  affect  Unibond. 

The  threshold  level  for  medical 
purchases  to  qualify  for  8pc  discount  is  up 
£200  a  month  to  £2,600. 


aw  the  green  cross  logo  already 
appeared  on  the  Continent,  but  did  you 
realise  its  use  stretches  as  far  as  Tokyo? 
This  particular  example  was  spotted  on  a 
pharmacy  in  the  city's  Ginza  district 


Macarthys'  new 
finance  scheme 


Macarthys  have  put  together  a  new 
financial  package  for  their 
pharmacisl  custc  mers 

The  scheme  offers  guaranteed  loans 
through  the  major  banks.  Interest  rate  is  2 
per  cent  above  base  rate,  with  the  loans 
repayable  over  anything  up  to  25  years. 

Pharmacists  wishing  to  use  the  scheme 
are  expected  to  place  75  per  cent  of  their 
purchases  with  Macarthys  for  the  duration 
of  the  loan.  Macarthys  would  also  normally 
ask  for  a  capital  contribution  of  around  20 
per  cent  of  the  total  needed  from  the 
pharmacist  himself,  although  they  stress 
each  case  will  be  looked  at  on  individual 
merits. 

The  whole  loan  or  any  part  of  it  can  be 
repaid  at  any  time  with  no  penalties.  "This 
is  just  one  of  our  ancillary  services  for  the 
community  pharmacist"  says  financial 
director  Derek  Banks. 


Absolute  Alcohol 


Synthetic  quality  available  to  British  and  all  well  known  International  Specifications  and  Pharmacopoeias. 


James  Burrough  (EA.D.)  Ltd* 


356  Kennington  Road,  London SE11 4LD  Tel:  01-582  0232 
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Gillette  sell 
surgical  side 

Gillette  have  sold  their  UK  surgical 
products  operation  to  the  newly- 
formed  Sabre  Holdings  for  a  price 
described  as  "between  £5m  and 
£10m". 

Gillette's  surgical  business,  renamed 
Sabre  International  in  preparation  for  the 
sale  last  March,  had  sales  of  about  £8m  in 
the  past  year.  They  forecast  a  figure  of 
£10m  in  twelve  months  time.  Sabre 
surgical  products  will  continue  to  carry 
the  Gillette  name. 

Sabre  are  headed  by  Leon  Cohen  as 
chairman  and  managing  director,  backed 
by  his  brother  Albert  and  David  Ishag. 
They  plan  to  expand  the  existing  Gillette 
operation  at  Reading  —  currently 
employing  250  people  —  and  add  a  range 
of  "complimentary  surgical  products". 

Gillette  say  the  surgical  products 


business  didn't  fit  in  with  their  wider 
consumer  products  operation.  They  sold 
off  the  US  surgical  products  division  about 
13  years  ago. 


Goldsmith  to  bid 
for  Colgate? 

Speculation  is  mounting  on  Wall 
Street  that  financier  Sir  James 
Goldsmith  intends  to  make  a  take- 
over bid  for  Colgate-Palmolive. 

Goldsmith  currently  holds  around  3.5 
per  cent  of  the  company's  shares,  and  is 
seeking  permission  from  the  US  Federal 
Trade  Commission  to  increase  his  holding 
to  between  15  and  25  per  cent  —  still  on  an 
"investor  only"  basis. 

Questioned  in  last  Sunday's  Observer, 
Sir  James  would  say  only  that  Colgate  was 
one  among  several  companies  he  had 
recently  bought  into,  and  that  "beauty  is  in 
the  eye  of  the  beholder". 


"Goldsmith  is  a  master  in  the  art  of 
creating  smoke-screens"  concludes  the 
Observer. 

Steifel  UK  have  moved  to  Holtspur  Lane, 
Woobum  Green,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks 
HP10  OAU  (tel  06285  24966). 

Roussel  are  reorganising  their  medical 
force  into  two  teams  —  one  for  hospital 
and  one  for  GPs. 

Cassenne  will  cease  operation  on 
February  1  next  year  and  all  products 
under  Cassenne  livery  will  revert  to 
Roussel. 

Dee  Corporation  —  already  the  subject  of 
a  Monopolies  Commission  inquiry 
regarding  their  £236m  bid  for  Booker 
McConnell  —  are  buying  the  International 
supermarket  chain  in  a  £180m  shares  deal. 
The  addition  of  International's  380  stores  to 
their  own  network  will  give  them  a 
combined  turnover  of  £l,600m  — 
equivalent  to  7.2  per  cent  of  the  UK 
grocery  market. 
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Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
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Agents 


AGENTS 
REQUIRED  IN 
SCOTLAND 

We  require  an  active  agent  to  sell  our 
COMFITT  range  of  natureform  sandels, 
direct  to  the  chemist  retailer. 

Please  reply  in  writing  to:  — 
Mr.  W.  Williams, 

Sales  Director, 
VINAFLEX  LIMITED, 
JrVaniip  Road,  Syston,  Leicester  LE7  8PD. 


AGENTS  REQUIRED 

In  all  areas  throughout  the  UK  to  sell 
quality  suntan  preparation  products 
aimed  at  the  budget  price  sector,  to 
wholesale  and  multiple  outlets. 

For  further  information  please  write  in 
the  first  instance  to:  — 
BR  I  MAG, 
108-110  Commercial  Building, 
15  Cross  Street, 
Manchester  M2 1WF. 
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Agents 


AGENCIES  REQUIRED 

for  Northern  Ireland  area 

20  +  years  agency  experience  to  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists. 
All  replies  answered 
BOX  C&D  3075 


Shopfitting 


the  PROFESSIONAL 
approach  to  Retail  Pharmacy 


shoaFittm 


Heron  Rd,  Sowton  Ind.  Est.  Exeter.         Tel.  (0392)37791/2 


VESTRIC  recommended 


(do! 

I  !      REFITS,  Nl 


SHOPFITTERS  FOR 
JNE  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS, 
ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE.  NPA  &  NUMARK  APPROVED 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 


LUXLINE  LTD 
8  COMMERCE  WAY, 
TEL:  0525  381356 


LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 


LEXDRUM 

0626  832308 


WE  OFFER  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd  ,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

0626  832308 


SHOPKIT.  You  can  still  get  your  SHOPKIT  in  time  to  increase 
your  Christmas  turnover.  Thousands  of  retailers  have  boosted 
their  profits  with  SHOPKIT's  help. 
WHY  NOT  YOU? 

You  will  receive  full  details  of  SHOPKIT  by  return  of  post  if  you 
contact  us  NOW. 

SHOPKIT,  50,  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  Industrial  Estate, 
Peterborough,  PE3  7PN.  Tel:  (24  hour  service)  0733  265263. 


Distributor  Wanted 


DISTRIBUTOR 
REQUIRED 

For  unique  herbal  range 
of  shampoo  and  bath 
products. 

For  further  details  apply 
to: 

BOX  C&D  3077 


DETROIT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 


A  new  pharmacy  can 
b»  yours  for  £18  33 
par  weak  (lease  rate} 
fitted  free 
Recommended  by 

iNUMARKl 


K  H  WOODFORD  &  CO  LTD 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


Business  Opportunities 


SOPLEX  LIMITED 

15a  HIGH  STREET,  ROCHESTER,  KENT  ME1  1PY 
TEL:  MEDWAY  49281/2/3 
Designers  of  "HEALTHY  SHOES" 

now  require 
STOCKISTS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES 
in  all  areas. 
Our  product  has  been  designed  to  meet  all 
aesthetical  and  anatomical  requirements  for  delicate 
feet  during  formation  assuring  mothers  that  their 
children's  feet  will  grow  sound  and  well  formed. 

Our  guarantee  is  for  the  highest  quality  shoes  at  the 
lowest  possible  prices. 

If  you  are  interested  in  selling  this  product,  please 
reply  to  the  address  above  for  further  details. 


WHOLESALERS/DISTRIBUTORS 
REQUIRED 

throughout  the  UK  and  Europe  for  new 
collection  of  sunglasses,  hair  combs  (standard, 
fashion,  childrens),  and  novelty  lines. 

Write  in  complete  confidence  to: 
BOX  C&D  3078 


Appointments 


PHARMACIST 

(male  of  female) 

required  to  manage  a 
modern  pharmacy.  Pleasant 
working  conditions  in  a 
modern  shop  with  good 
support.  NHS  prescriptions 
1300  per  month 
approximately.  Link  III  in 
operation.  Salary  c. £8,650  + 
p. a.  to  be  negotiated. 
Excellent  superannuation 

scheme  and  holiday 
entitlement.  Possible  help 
with  housing  if  required. 
Near  to  sea  and  excellent 
golfing  amenities.  Removal 
expenses.  Applications  in 
writing,  stating  age  and 
experience  to  the  General 
Manager,  Prestonpans  Co- 
operative Society  Limited, 

190  High  Street, 
Prestonpans,  East  Lothian, 
Scotland. 


Due  to  expansion 
Sharmabrook  Ltd, 
distributors  and 
manufacturers  of  the 
famous  Ultra  Glow 
range  are  seeking 
new  and  existing 

Agencies  and 
franchises  in  the 
UK. 

Enquiries  to 
Mr.  M.S.  Saul, 
Managing  Director, 
Ultra  Glow,  The 
International 
Business  Centre, 
29  Glasshouse 
Street,  London  Wl. 
Telephone:  01-734 
6080.  Ext.  213 


Property  for  Sale 


HIGHLY  SUCCESSFUL 

Retail  chemist  prominent  main  road  position  in  SE  London. 
Turnover  £120,000  pa.  with  excellent  potential  for 
expansion. 
£39,000  plus  sav. 
OFFERS  INVITED. 
 Telephone:  01  7641501  
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Stock  for  Sale 


By  Order  of  the  Receiver  L  Hornan  Esq.,  FCCA 
re:  Chemipharm  L  td 

CAPSULE  FILLING  MACHINES 

and 

TABLET  PRESSES 

including: 
Zanasi  2500  Rl  Capsule  Fillers,  Zanasi  Capsule 
Sorting  Machines,  Manesty  Tablet  Presses,  King 
Capsule  Packer,  Allen  Powder  Filler,  Alexanderwerk 

Powder  Compactor,  Babcock  Gardener  Mixers, 
Jackson  &  Crocket  Granulators,  Aeromatic  Powder 
Dryer,  Mixers,  Vacuum  Cleaners,  Granulators, 
Scales,  Laboratory  Equipment,  Office  Furniture, 
Factory  Equipment. 

FOR  SALE  BY  TENDER 
IN  LOTS 

On  View:  Thursday  6  December  1984 
(10.00am/4.30pm) 

At:  Jedburgh  House,  Jedburgh  Road,  London  E13 

Further  particulars  and  catalogues  from  the  Auctioneers 
Offices,  as  below: 

EDWARDSYMMONS 

56/62  Wilton  Road,  London  SW1V  1DH 

01-834  8454  Telex:  8954348 

And  at  Manchester,  Bristol  &  Liverpool 


i-l. 


COSMETICS 


FOR  SALE 

OODLES  &  BOODLES  OF  THE  FINEST  PERFUMES 
IN  EUROPE  MOUNTAINS  OF  MAGICAL  COSMETICS 
BASKETS  FULL  OF  MARVELLOUS  SETS  MADE 
TO  ENCHANT  THIS  CHRISTMAS 

FIRST  TO  SEE  WILL  BUY 


103-105  CHEETHAM  HILL  ROAD,  MANCHESTER  M8  8PY. 
TEL:  061  833  9163  TELEX:  667822  CHACOM  G  LYRIC 


•  MAX  FACTOR  •  ARAMIS  • 


|F  fUPPLIff 

ONE  OF  THE  WEST  COUNTRY'S 
LEADING  SUPPLIERS  OF 
COSMETICS  PERFUMES  & 
ACCESSORIES 

•  ALL  LEADING  BRANDS 
•  DELIVERY  SERVICE 

BRISTOL  650834 

619  FISHPONDS  ROAD,  BRISTOL  (JUST  OFF  M32) 

•  ESTEE  LAUDER  •  OUTDOOR  GIRL 


GERALD  FRASER 

Wholesale 
Cosmetics 

Would  like  to  invite  all  their 
clients  to  view  their 
exciting  new  range  of 
Christmas  cosmetics  and 
perfumes 
for  1985. 

33  Broughton  Street 
Manchester. 
Telephone: 
061-832  3427 

Open  9.30-5  weekdays 
10-2  Sundays 


FILMS 


KODAK       TUDOR       FLASH       FILMS  FILMS 


PERFUMES  &  COSMETICS 

CHEMIST  SUNDRIES,  FILMS  &  LOTS  MORE 


Enter  the  world  of  perfumes.  Selection  of  branded 
perfumery  at  competitive  prices. 
FOR  PRICE  LIST. 

®  01-960  0319  or  01-960  5752 


PASCOS 

425  Harrow  Road 
London  W 10  4RE 


OPEN 

M0N-FRI  10am-5.30pm 
SUNDAY  10am  12.30pm 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 

Wide  range  of  branded 
perfumes  and  toiletries 
available. 


Contact: 
DM  WHOLESALE  SUPPLIES 
LTD. 

203  EAST  LANE.  NORTH 
WEMBLEY.  MIDDX. 
TEL:  01  904  9920/3394 

for  our  current  price  list. 
Open  9am  —  6pm 
Mon  Sat 
Late  nights  Weds  &  Thurs  to 
8pm 

10am  —  2pm  Sundays. 


ONE-SIZE 
TIGHTS 

from  £3.00  doz.  plus 
VAT.  Childs  Ribbed 
tights  from  £4.66  doz 
Tax  Free.  Min.  order  10 

doz.  overall.  CWO. 
Carriage  free.  Full  price 
list  with  other  lines. 
E&RKAYE 
16/18  New  Bridge 
Street, 
London  EC4. 
Est.  40  years. 


1008 


Chemist  &  Druggist  1  December  1984 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


"This  system  is  perfect  for  producing  labels  quickly" 


Just  two  quotes  from  Pharmacists  with 
Richardson  Disc  Systems  in  response 
to  a  recent  independent  survey.  Need 
we  say  more? 


Stock  for  Sale 


BRANDED 
COSMETICS  AND 
PERFUMES  AT 
COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 

Come  and  see  our  very 

extensive  range. 
CASH  &  CARRY:  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  10am- 
8pm;  Wednesday,  Friday  & 
Saturday;  9am-5pm;  Sunday, 
10am-2pm. 

C.T.  MARKETING  LTD. 
New  Tythe  Street,  Long 
Eaton,  Notts. 
Tel:  0602  721517. 


SELF  ADHESIVE 


IN  REELS  AND  SHEETS 
Printed  in  up  to  four  colours 

Optional  overlaminating 
All  materials  and  adhesives 

LAST  BROS.  (Printers)  LTD. 

DELAMARE  ROAD,  CHESHUNT, 
HERTS 

Tel:  (0992)  38283 


ALA  Ml  IMPORTS  &  EXPORT  LTD 


rchiets  loose  and  boxed, 
f  tea  towels  Jacquard  ar 
handloom  towels,  pillow  cases. 


nappies,  terry  socks. 


,  baby 


^BULK  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


HOPEGLADE  HOUSE 
19, 23  KINGSLAND  ROAD 

LONDON  E2  8AA 
Tel:  01-729  5501  (4  lines) 
Cables:  SUNAMEX  LONDON  Telei  893903  ALAMI  G 


Stock  Wanted 


Personal  Weighing 
Machines 

Coin  operated  type  required 
immediately  for  cash. 
We  will  collect  anywhere 
Please  contact: 
S.GUNDLE 
Rolls  Scales  Ltd,  Royal  East  Street, 
Leicester 
or  phone:  Leicester  59943 


"Worth  every  penny." 


John  Uichaidion  Computers  Md 


i  Syslem  -  E895  (Special  price  !o  NPA  Members)  880  System  (Cassette)  from  Cl  165  (Disc)  irom  £1615  -  UK  Mainland  Only 


Details  of  the  survey  and  all  our  4|flVm 

labelling  syslems  can  be  obtained  HUB 

Irom:  Unit  337.  Walton  Summit.  VH^T 
Bamber  Bridge.  Preston  PR5  8AR.     SmZr'  ■ 
Tel:  (0772)  323763  NPA 

Recommended 


TO  PRODUCE  THIS 


0RALABEL 


Orange  Computers  Ltd, 
Ruskin  Chambers,  Drury 
Lane,  Knutsford,  Cheshire 
WA16  6HA.  Tel:  0565  53417. 
NEW  HIGH  SPEED  SYSTEM 
£897.50 

•  Epson  HX-20  Micro 

•  Buffered  RX-80  Printer 

•  Enhanced  progratn 

•  Option  of  wholesaler  Link-up 
Oralabel  Program  (Only) 

•  For  existing 
HX-20  users 

BASIC  SYSTEM 
STILL  ONLY  £625 

RECOMMENDED 


nnd 


THAMES  COMPUTING,  01-992  6888 
169  HIGH  ST.  ACTON,  LONDON  W3 


MOGADON 
ONE  to  be  taken 
at  NIGHT  when  necessary 
CAUTION  avoid  alcohol 

A.  PATIENT 


14.1 1.84 


*  Compact  memory  typewriter 

*  1000  Drugs  and  Dosages 

*  Quality  daisywheel  print 

*  Six  print  styles 

*  Includes  10,000  labels  free 

Prices  from  £695 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  OR  A 
DEMONSTRATION  PLEASE  TELEPHONE 


J 


Announcements 


TABLET 
COUNTER  & 
LABEL 
PRINTER 

Ask  about  our 
interest  free 
payment 
scheme. 

Phone:  Kirby 
Oldham 
061-620 
1421. 


MAGNEKON 

MAGNEDOT  PLASTERS 

(for  pain  relief) 
are  now  being  distributed  by 

SEDGELAND  LTD 

29,  GLASSHOUSE  STREET 
LONDON  W1R  5RL 
TEL:  01-734  6080 

Also  24ct  gold  plated  Copper 
Bracelets  and  Magnekon 
Abdominal  Binders. 


Chemist  &  Druggist  1  December  1984 


1009 


PEOPLE1 


FPS  to  chair 
Bolton  FPC 

Mrs  Margaret  Roth  well.  FPS,  is  to 
chair  in  the  Bolton  Family 
Practitioner  Committee  from  April 
1 .  1985,  when  the  FPC's  become 
autonomous  authorities  under  the 
Health  and  Social  Security  Act  1984. 

Mrs  Roth  well,  who  is  currently  the 
vice-chairman  of  Bolton  FPC,  is  one  of  the 
first  batch  of  45  appointments  announced 
by  Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Health  Minister. 

"We  have  taken  the  opportunity  to 
introduce  new  people  whose  skills  and 
abilities  match  the  functions  the  new  FPC's 
will  undertake"  he  said. 

Wright  quits 
ICML  board 

David  Wright,  MPS,  managing 
director  of  Macarthys,  has  resigned 
as  a  director  of  Independent 
Chemists  Marketing  Ltd.  He  has 
been  replaced  by  Derek  Banks,  the 
company's  financial  director. 

"With  continuing  Government 
pressure  on  NHS  drug  costs  and 
competition  from  other  outlets  for  OTC 
sales,  it  is  essential  that  retail  pharmacists 
take  advantage  of  Numark"  says  Mr  Banks. 
"We  are  determined  to  keep  at  the 
forefront  and  substantially  increase  our 
penetration". 

Macarthys'  Jim  Canning  continues  on 
the  ICML  board. 

Advice  on  care 
for  the  dying 

Use  of  special  formulations  for 
individual  therapy  and  counselling 
techniques  are  two  ways  suggested 
by  Ann  Greenhough,  MPS,  for 
pharmacists  to  become  more 
involved  in  the  care  of  the 
terminally  ill. 

Miss  Greenhough,  a  basic  grade 
pharmacist  at  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary, 
gave  the  Vestric  Travel  Award  lecture 
following  a  US  visit  in  June. 

She  also  suggested  that  education 
about  the  care  of  the  terminally  ill,  death 
and  dying,  could  be  improved. 


The  Rt  Hon  Peter  Archer,  QC,  —  shadow 
cabinet  member  and  former  Solicitor 
General  —  was  the  latest  MP  to  sign  the 
visitors'  book  at  Unichem's  head  office  in 
Chessington.  Looking  on  was  managing 
director  Peter  Dodd  who  invited  Mr  Ar- 
cher as  part  of  Unichem's  public  affairs 
programme  to  explain  the  role  of  the  phar- 
maceutical wholesaler 


Fancy  some 
social  work? 

Islington  Health  Authority  have  an 
interesting  job  on  offer  at  the 
moment  —  Staff  Pharmacist  (Social 
Services  Liaison). 

Jointly  funded  by  Islington  Borough 
and  the  Health  Authority,  the  primary 
responsibility  of  the  successful  applicant 
will  be  establishment  of  safe  and  reliable 
systems  of  medication  for  priority  services, 
starting  with  residential  homes  for  the 
elderly. 

Malcolm  Bubb,  principal  pharmacist 
at  the  Royal  Northern  Hospital,  where  the 
post  will  be  based,  told  C&D: 

"We  are  trying  to  develop  services  to 
priority  care  groups  —  the  elderly, 
mentally  ill  and  mentally  handicapped. 

"We  have  12  homes  for  the  elderly  in 
the  Borough.  At  the  moment  we  don't 
know  who  is  doing  the  prescribing,  where 
they  are  getting  the  drugs  from,  or 
whether  they  are  recording 
administration." 


'APPOINTMENTS! 


Chief  Walker 

Dr  Stephen  Walker,  MPS,  has  been 
appointed  head  of  pharmaceutical 
development  laboratories  in  The 
Wellcome  Foundation. 

A  specialist  in  the  field  of  drug 
delivery  design,  Dr  Walker  will  head  a 
team  involved  in  new  product  formulation 
and  process  development. 

He  took  his  first  degree  in  pharmacy  at 
Manchester  and  was  awarded  his  PhD  for 
postgraduate  studies  at  Chelsea  College, 
University  of  London. 

Unichem:  Derek  Walker,  MPS,  a  director 
of  Sarsby  &  Walker  Ltd,  Bilsthorpe, 
Newark,  Notts,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Midland  and  North  West  regional 
committee. 

Farley  Health  Products:  Anthony 
Horwich  has  been  appointed  business 
development  manager  in  the  UK 
marketing  department.  He  was  previously 
marketing  manager  for  new  product 
development  at  St  Ivel  Ltd 


Chemical  Industries  Association:  Sheila 
Ali  has  been  appointed  press  and  public 
relations  officer. 

Firmenich  &  Co:  Malcolm  Shotbolt  has 
been  appointed  creative  perfumer.  He 
previously  worked  for  PPF  International. 

Chemist  Brokers:  Nicholas  Smith  has 
been  appointed  national  account 
controller.  Tim  Cheyne  succeeds  him  as 
Midland  regional  manager. 

Vichy  (UK)  Ltd:  Jane  Hildreth  has  been 
appointed  the  new  training  officer.  Jane 
will  be  working  with  Diana  Miles  (head 
pharmacist)  to  provide  more  frequent  skin 
care  training  seminars  across  the  country. 

Rockware  Glass  Ltd:  Don  Fairley  has 
been  appointed  sales  and  marketing 
director.  Mr  Fairley  was  previously  with 
Metal  Box  where  he  held  senior  positions 
in  production,  sales  and  marketing. 

Braun  UK:  Lyndon  Evans  has  been 
appointed  product  manager,  shavers.  He 
has  been  with  Braun  for  eight  years  and 
was  previously  sales  administration  and 
planning  manager.  John  Merrett  has  been 
appointed  sales  promotion  and  planning 
manager,  and  Joyce  Brooks  becomes  sales 
administration  manager. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup.  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Registered  at  the  Post  Oftice  as  a  Newspaper  24/24/  16s  Contents  ©  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1984  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  ol  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Publications 
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EXHIBIT 

AT  THE 

SCOTTISH  RETAIL  CHEMISTS 
EXHIBITION 

21st-23rd  MAY  1985 

ANDERSTON  EXHIBITION  CENTRE 
GLASGOW  G2  7PH 

A  COST  EFFECTIVE  MARKETING  OPPORTUNITY  WITH  FULLY 
FITTED  STANDS  AVAILABLE  FROM  ONLY  £180. 

ORGANISED  BY  TRADE  EXHIBITIONS  SCOTLAND 
For  full  details  contact:  — 
NEIL  DAVIDSON,  ANDERSTON  EXHIBITION  CENTRE, 
GLASGOW  G2  7PH. 
TELEPHONE:  041-248  4589 


THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependants  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
include  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica- 
tions for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,    concerning    education    or    training  at 
recognised  centres  of  study  for  general  or  special  subjects. 
For  additional  information, 
or  to  apply  for  assistance,  write  to  - 
The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House,  6  12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y8DH 


ME  •  LEMSIP  •  STRHDIH0  THE  TEST  OF  TIME  ■  LE 


LUCttJMMUTE 

■PRIZE  DRRN- 


WINNERS 


FIRST  PRIZE  £100  -  AZ  13.17 


SECOND  PRIZES  of  £20 

XY  09.08  X Y  05.52  AZ  01 .1 3 

AZ  20.44  XY  19.19  XY  01.11 

LT  13.16  LT  09.09  LT  03.35 

LT  21.28 

CONGRATULATIONS  FROM  THE  BRAND  LEADER  -  LEMSIP 
Winners  will  be  confirmed  by  post  and  prize 
cheques  will  be  despatched  direct  to  the  address 
shown  on  the  counterfoil. 


SPECIAL  TOILETRIES  &  HOUSEHOLD  OFFERS 
available  at  all  Bestway  Cash  &  Carry  depots 

OFFERS  AVAILABLE  2nd  DEC-29th  DEC.  1984 


Supersoft  Hair  Spray 

6  x  125ml  £2.09 

MacLeans 

12lge  £3.39 

Pampers  Carry  Cartons 

(Excl.MaxiPlus)  £6.25each 

Oral  B-35  Toothbrushes 

12  s  £5.19 

MacLeans 

12  gt  £5.95 

Pampers  Carry  Cartons 

MaxiPlus                               £5.39  each 

Vosene  Shampoo 

6  x  500ml  £7.29 

Gillette  Foamy 

12  x  200g  £5.89 

Pampers  Value  Packs 

Super/ Maxi                          £10.79  each 

Bristows  Shampoo 

12lge  £3.69 

Gillette  Foamy 

12x275g  £6.89 

Camay  Bath  Size 

4  pack  79p 

Bristows  Hair  Spray 

12std  £4.45 

Gillette  Dry  Look 

12  x  125ml  £7.19 

Radox  Bath  Salts 

6med  £1.99 

Bristows  Hair  Spray 

12med  £6.15 

Silkience  Conditioners 

12  x  100ml  £5.89 

Radox  Bath  Salts 

6  large  £2.85 

Falcon  Hair  Spray 

5std  £2.75 

Silkience  Conditioners 

12  x  200ml  £8.49 

Flex  Shampoo 

12  x  500ml  £15.49 

ralcon  Hair  Spray 

ilge  £3.55 

Andrex  Toilet  Tissue 

18  x  twin  £7.99 

Flex  Conditioners 

12  x  500ml  £17.99 

BEST  WAY'S 
BIG  FIVE 

(LANDMARK) 

ABBEY  ROAD 
PARK  ROYAL 
LONDON  NW10 
Telephone 
01  453  1234 

1000  NORTH 
CIRCULAR  ROAD 
STAPLES  CORNER 
LONDON  NW2 
Telephone 
01-450  9866/7/8/9 

SOUTHALL 
BRENT  ROAD 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING  ESTATE 
Telephone 
01-843  9190 

HACKNEY 
260  CAMBRIDGE 
HEATH  ROAD 
LONDON  E2 
Telephone 
01-981  9190 

95  VICTORIA  ROAD 
LONDON  NW10 
Telephone 
01-961  2233 

Kleenex  Man  Size  (PM  pack  only  68p) 
12in's  £5.75 
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Suleo  Lotions.  Helping  Pharmacists  to 
Prevent  Insecticidal  Resistance  in  Lice 


It  has  been  reported  that  the  possible 
misuse  of  malathion  and  carbaryl  will  lead  to 
lice  becoming  resistant  to  these  insecticides 
in  the  same  way  that  they  become  resistant 
to  the  organochlorines?  Most  health  districts 
or  regions  have  a  policy  on  the  rotation  of 
insecticides  in  order  to  avoid  resistance. 

Now  International  Laboratories  have 
introduced  Suleo-M  Lotion  (with  malathion) 
and  Suleo-C  Lotion  (with  carbaryl)  to  offer 
a  2  hour  total  kill  of  lice  with  enhanced 


prospects  of  patient  compliance. 

Not  only  does  this  meet  the  needs 
of  pharmacists  asked  for  advice,  but  Inter- 
national Laboratories  have  developed  an  on- 
line District  rotation  control  system  to  guard 
against  insecticidal  resistance.  Working  in 
conjunction  with  Community  Health  staff, 
International  Laboratories  computer  will 
notify  community  pharmacists  of  the  optimal 
time  to  rotate  their  malathion  and  carbaryl 
insecticides. 


Suleo-M  and  Suleo-C  Lotions. 
A  Major  Step  Forward  in  Louse  Control 


'Reference:  Wickenden  I  Nurse,  why  arc  the  kids 
always  gelling  nils^' 

Health  Visitor  l<)82,  r.r.  4(,<).472,47  5.47b 


Another  Guaranteed  Product  from  International  Laboratories 


